
 

Founded in 1998, Georgia River Network empowers people to enjoy, value, and protect Georgia’s rivers from 
the mountains to the coast. 

 

 

2017 – Protecting & Celebrating Georgia Rivers 

 

ENGAGING PEOPLE ON GEORGIA’S RIVERS 

 

    
 

Paddle Georgia – GRN led over 390 people on the 13th annual Paddle Georgia canoe and 
kayak adventure on 106 miles of the Etowah River in June. The 2017 Paddle Georgia Youth 

Group from Camp Horizon in Atlanta, most of whom had never paddled a canoe on a river, 

successfully navigated the river and returned home excited to paddle more of Georgia’s rivers. 

The Paddle Georgia Canoeathon raised $23,000 to help Georgia River Network and Coosa River 

Basin Initiative in river protection and engagement efforts. 

 
Brews, BBQ, and Boats for Better Rivers 2017 – Over 

220 people came together at SweetWater Brewery for GRN’s 

pre-season paddle party and fundraiser. Paddlers and river 

lovers from all over Georgia enjoyed the opportunity to 

network, meet GRN staff members, and learn about our 

mission and upcoming events. $13,000 was raised for river 
protection and engagement. 

 

 

Spring on the Satilla – This annual trip on the Satilla 

was a huge success. 127 people spent two nights tent 

camping atop Long Bluff at rustic Satilla Lodge 

overlooking the river and paddling 16 miles of this 
blackwater gem. The trip included, educational programs, 

catered meals, campfires and camaraderie, paddling and 

first-rate camping. $6900 was raised for river 

conservation work by GRN and Satilla Riverkeeper. 

 

 



St. Mary’s Hidden Gem – GRN partnered with local community group St. Mary’s Riverkeeper 
for a Hidden Gem trip on the St. Mary’s River Water Trail. Sixty five participants learned about 

the development of this up-and-coming water trail and ways to get involved in river 

conservation and protection. Over $5000 was raised for river conservation work by GRN and St. 

Mary’s Riverkeeper. 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

Guidebooks – Author Joe Cook started writing the fifth in GRN’s Guidebook series, “Oconee 
River User’s Guide”. The “Flint River User’s Guide” was released in 2017. 

 

Fall Float on the Flint – One hundred fifteen people joined us for a 

three day paddle enjoying the 

Flint’s natural beauty and crystal 

clear spring pools. Participants 
learned about the river’s cultural 

and natural heritage, the progress 

being made with the development 

of the Flint River Water Trail, and 

how state water policies are 

draining the Flint dry and what 
solutions are available to reverse 

the trend. Close to $10,000 was 

raised to help Georgia River 

Network and Flint Riverkeeper 

protect our rivers year round. 

Exploring the Woods Together – GRN 

members enjoyed a hiking trip to the Gold 

LEED certified Len Foote Hike Inn located in 
North Georgia’s Appalachian Mountains.  

RiversAlive – GRN served on the statewide 

advisory board for RiversAlive for the 16th year. 

RiversAlive provides an active role in 

galvanizing citizen led river cleanups in 

communities throughout Georgia. 

Georgia Trails Alliance – GRN was asked to 

join the Georgia Trails Alliance board after 

serving 4 years on the Steering Committee which was tasked with coordinating the 

annual statewide Georgia Trails Summit.  

 



ADVOCATING FOR CLEAN RIVERS 
 
Kept citizen advocates and Georgia’s river groups informed – Stayed up to date on and 

involved in important policy issues and provided ways for people to engage in river issues. 
 

Leader in the Georgia Water Coalition – 

Served a leadership role in the Georgia Water 
Coalition, a coalition of 247 groups. GWC 

established the Clean 13 which highlights 

extraordinary efforts on the part of 

businesses, industries, local governments, 

non-profit organizations, and individuals to 

protect the water and natural resources of 
Georgia. The Clean 13 Celebration event on 

March 8, 2018 will honor the winners as well 

as serve as a fundraiser to support the work 

of the Coalition. GRN staff, board and 

members attended Capitol Conservation Day 

in March. 

 

EMPOWERING WATERSHED GROUPS THROUGHOUT THE STATE 
 

Convened Weekend for Rivers Annual Conference  - GRN convened our annual Weekend 

for Rivers Conference in conjunction with the Georgia Water Coalition’s spring partner meeting 

at Little Ocmulgee State Park & Lodge near McCrae, GA. There were multiple networking and 

training opportunities for our partners and water advocates.  

 
Assistance to Watershed Groups – GRN provided ongoing assistance to 30+ river protection 

organizations via consultation, Weekend for Rivers annual Conference, monthly newsletter and 

other resources.  

 

Water Trails – Director of Programs & Outreach, 

Gwyneth Moody (pictured with Georgia’s Little 

River Water Trail partnership) provided intensive 
technical assistance for the development of the 

Upper Oconee Water Trail, Georgia’s Little River 

Water Trail, and Flint River Water Trail in the 

areas of planning, funding, recreational 

opportunities, public information, community 

support, conservation, restoration, education, and 
trail maintenance and continued to provide 

resources and guidance throughout the year to 

water trails being developed on the following 

rivers: Alapaha, Withlacoochee & Little, Satilla, 

Ochlockonee, (Lower) Oconee, Whitewater Creek, South, Chattahoochee, Tallapoosa and Yellow. 

 

A few accomplishments resulting from GRN’s Water Trail technical assistance include: 
 Erection of new water trail directional signage, mile markers and kiosks 

 Passage of three Water Trail Resolutions of Support by governing municipalities 

 Progress towards designation of a new established water trail  

 Progress towards and establishment of additional public, safe, and legal access points 

 Coordination of a Hidden Gem event highlighting an up-and-coming water trail 

 Increased community involvement in river restoration/conservation efforts 
 Creation of an illustrative water trail map 

 Collection of educational material for interpretive signage, websites, and promo material  

 Creation of two new water trail websites, social media pages, and logos 



 
State Water Trail Resolution of Support - GRN’s State 

Water Trail Resolution of Support sponsored by State House 

Representative Spencer Frye passed unanimously during the 

2017 legislative session. This resolution recognizes and 

encourages the proliferation and use of water trails in 

Georgia.  
 

GRN highlighted this resolution during a special VIP paddle 

on the Upper Oconee Water Trail which was attended by 

various community leaders, city and county directors, 

commissioners, and state representatives.  

 
 

 

DNR Launch Kiosk Template/ Standards –  

In an effort to ensure consistent signage and 

information posted at Wildlife Resource Division 

(WRD) operated boating access sites, the WRD 

Boating Access program is working with partners 
around the state to support the growing 

popularity of paddle sports in Georgia. This effort 

was accomplished administratively through the 

coordinated efforts of the Georgia River Network, 

Wildlife Resources Division and partners at the 

federal, county and municipal level.  
 

Water Trail Resources - In addition to 

publishing the quarterly Georgia Water Trails 

Newsletter, GRN continued to maintain the 

Georgia Water Trails Clearinghouse, Toolkit and 

Georgia Water Trails Network, a statewide 
network of 15 established water trails.  

GRN also continued developing illustrative maps for water trails throughout the state.  

 

 

__________ 

 

2017 Staff  
Dana Skelton, Executive Director 

Gwyneth Moody, Director of Programs and Outreach 

Joe Cook, Paddle Georgia Coordinator and River Guide Book Author 

 

2017 Board  

Steve Cousins, Mickey Desai, Alicia Evans, Victor Johnson, Keith Parsons, Terry Pate, Vincent 
Payne, Bonny Putney, Dee Stone, Brent Troncalli, Tim Voss, Don Wright

      

www.garivers.org 

info@garivers.org 

126 South Milledge Ave, Suite E3  

Athens, GA 30605  

706-549-4508 

 

 


