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Georgia River Network’s Annual Weekend for 
Rivers Conference and River Celebration 

Awards Party will be held in conjunction with the 
Georgia Water Coalition’s Spring Partner Meeting. 
This will be a fun and informal gathering to celebrate rivers, 
network with river lovers and dive deeper into the work 
of ensuring healthy rivers. There will be multiple training 
opportunities during this multi-day event. Come enjoy two days 
of learning and sharing with fellow water advocates. Engage in the 
river revelry and share your river revelations!  We have 15 rooms 
in the Lodge and 25 campsites blocked for Thursday 4/28 thru 
Sunday 4/30. Use the Group Code 04748 when making your 
reservations. Thanks to sponsors to date: April Ingle Consulting 
and Kelly Jordan. To register visit www.garivers.org.
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As the voice of Georgia’s rivers, we 
help everyone enjoy, connect with and 
advocate for economically vital and 
clean flowing rivers.

GOALS

• Be the hub that connects people to 
rivers, watershed groups, related 
resources and other members of the 
network so they can be effective 
advocates.

• As a statewide watchdog on water 
policy, continue advocacy efforts 
to ensure strong protections for 
Georgia’s rivers. 
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Paddle Georgia - Register Today!

Paddle Georgia returns to the Etowah!
7 DAYS, 125 MILES, 1 GREAT TIME 
AWAIT YOU ON THE ETOWAH RIVER

         JUNE 17-23, 2017 

Since Paddle Georgia 2017 registration opened on Jan. 31, more than 260 people have 
registered to get in on this 125-mile journey from near Dawsonville to Rome.
Have you registered yet? Don’t miss the boat. About 180 spaces are still available, but 
they won’t be around forever. Arguably 
the best family-paddling river in the 
state, the Etowah is a treasure trove of 
cultural and natural history.  Along the 
way, you’ll paddle through beautiful 
wildlife management areas, over 
1,000-year-old Native American fish 
weirs, past antebellum plantations and 
ancient indian mounds and into a river 
corridor of tremendous biodiversity.

Throw in educational programs, fun and games and camaraderie with your fellow 
paddlers, a few water cannon battles, great food, a street party and a lip-smacking fish 
fry and you have the makings of another classic Paddle Georgia adventure.

Registration Fees: $425 for adults, $230 children (8-17), $30 
children (7-under). Paddle Lite Registration Fees: $120 for 
adults, $70 children (8-17), $15 children (7-under).

Registration fees include a T-shirt, boat decal, maps and 
river descriptions, souvenir cup, a year’s membership to 
Georgia River Network, camping with bath facilities, 
shuttles to campsites, entertainment, activities, educational 
programs and special swag from our sponsors.

Big Thanks to our 2017 Sponsors to Date:
Columbia Sportswear Company; Cedar Creek RV and 

Outdoor Center; Cary Baxter, CPA; CYA Agency, Inc.; Oglethorpe Power; Terry Pate, 
PC, CPA; China Clay Producers Association; Georgia Mining Association; Patagonia; 
EarthShare of Georgia; Troncalli Subaru; Bending Branches; RS Industrial; Friends of 
Georgia State Parks.

GRN Member Spotlight - Doug Mathews 

We’d like to give a big shout out to Doug Mathews for his 
dedication and support! He loves spending 
time with his family (wife Jane, 2 children, 

and 6 grandchildren) and getting active outside and 
within the community. Doug is an avid paddler and feels 
that with all the demands on our rivers we must keep them 
clean and available for generations to come! I’ve always been 
impressed by the work GRN has conducted on behalf of 
Georgia rivers. Whether it’s organizing the annual conferences 
or river gatherings, putting together paddling trips, or 
providing training opportunities for advocates of clean water, 
you can count on GRN to put on a good event. The work 
they do to protect, educate and advocate for Georgia waters is incredibly important: 
connecting like-minded people across the state in an effort to safeguard our aquatic 
natural resources.“



From Trash to Treasure - Can GRN Use Your Junk?
GRN is looking for the following new or gently used items for our office:

Sit on top kayaks, recreation kayaks, tandem kayaks, and canoes - in 
good shape, graphic design and printing services, rolls of forever stamps, 
donated office space in Athens, Adobe Creative Suite software, and a 
covered trailer...

Email info@garivers.org or call 706-549-4508 if you would like to donate 
any of these items.



Little River Water Trail on the Way to Completion
Excerpted from The Augusta Chronicle, From Staff Reports 

The upper scenic reaches of Georgia’s Little 
River Water Trail flow adjacent to the 
Clarks Hill Wildlife Management Area in 

Wilkes, Warren and McDuffie counties.
Wildlife abounds onshore in the forms of whitetail deer, wild 
turkeys, small game animals and a proliferation of shore and 
song birds, making it ideal to be developed as Georgia’s Little 
River Water Trail.

The river remains untouched, but now there are four public 
access locations along its upper stretches, great for bird 
watchers and nature lovers to take leisurely trips in kayaks 
and canoes. Don’t forget cameras and field glasses. The public 
access points are off Highways 80 and 78, Holiday Park and 
Raysville Campground. The water trail is being developed by 
various community stakeholders in the affected counties as 
well as the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and local business owners.

Coordinating all the efforts is Gwyneth Moody, Director 
of Programs and Outreach for the Georgia River Network 

based in Athens, GA and Elizabeth Vance, Executive 
Director of the Thomson-McDuffie County Convention & 
Visitors Bureau. Moody said the latest development is taking 
place in high schools in the three counties. Students are 
being asked to design a 
logo suitable for use along 
the trail, with a deadline 
of Feb. 22. She said the 
Little River Hidden Gem 
Paddle and Campout is 
scheduled May 20-21 
and details are available 
from http://garivers.
org/#GRNevents.

Moody said plans are 
for the Little River 
Water Trail to join 15 
others throughout the state. She may be contacted for more 
information at gwyneth@garivers.org. Another contact is 
Elizabeth Vance at evance@thomson-mcduffie.net.

     
The Flint River is arguably Georgia’s most beautiful river, and in 
terms of the terrain through which it flows on its 344-mile journey, 
there is not another Georgia river that exposes the river traveler to 
more diverse vistas. 

From the bottomland swamps in its headwaters, through soaring 
views of Pine Mountain and rapids in the Piedmont, to breathtakingly 
clear springs in the Coastal Plain, the Flint is filled with surprises at 
virtually every bend.

The Flint River User’s Guide, the fourth in a series of Georgia River 
Network recreational guidebooks, is a portal to adventure on this 
spectacular river. The book brings to life the river’s cultural and 
natural heritage while providing all the details needed to get out on 
the river and enjoy it via canoe, kayak, paddleboard, or motorized 
vessel.

Features include an introduction and overview of the river, detailed maps and notes on river 
access and points of interest, much more printed on waterproof paper.

If you purchase your copy directly from GRN please visit our website www.garivers.org. A portion 
of the proceeds benefit our river conservation work. To place a pick-up order, call 706-549-4508 
or come by the Georgia River Network office. Price: $25 including shipping.

We would like to give our sponsors a big thank you for making this possible: Hennessy Land 
Rover Centres of Buckhead and North Point, Turner Foundation, Mildred Miller Fort Foundation, 
American Rivers Southeast Region Office, Weyerhauser Cellulose Fiber Mill, and Crisp County 
Power Commission.

Flint River User’s Guide Hot Off the Press! 



Thanks to Five Points Yoga in Athens, 
GA for donating all the proceeds from 

their special Valentine’s Day workshop to 
Georgia River Network to protect rivers!  

Hidden Gem Paddle & Camping Trips 

Little River Hidden Gem 
Paddle through the Clarks Hill Wildlife 
Management Areas, enjoy rustic camping 
with family and friends, delicious meals 
from local businesses, and learn more about 
the native flora, fauna, and cultural history 
of the Little River. 
Paddlers will enjoy live music, games, 
activities and a bonfire. 
Don’t Miss the Boat!  

St. Mary’s Hidden Gem 
Enjoy paddling through the Golden Isles of 
Coastal GA on this family friendly paddling 

trip. The trip will include locally sourced meals, live entertainment and camping near 
the beach under gorgeous live oak and palmetto forest.  We will enjoy fascinating presentations about wildlife, local lore, coastal 
restoration efforts and more!  Spots will be limited. Mark your calendar - Registration coming soon!

Brews, Boats & BBQ for Better Rivers 2017

A huge thank you to everyone who helped make our annual Brews, Boats & BBQ for Better Rivers 
fundraiser and pre- season party a huge success! With your help we raised $11,000!

We appreciate everyone who came out to support GRN, especially our sponsors Outside World 
Outfitters and Storm Water Systems.  The food was delicious, the beer was cold, and we were ex-
cited to see so many new and old faces!

We hope everyone enjoyed the brewery tours, live music, and silent auction items!  

Special congratulations to our raffle winners Carlton Gober for winning the $1000 Gift Certificate 
and to Kelli Bailey for winning the Jackson Cruise Kayak.



House Resolution 281, recognizing and en-
couraging the proliferation and use of water 
trails in Georgia and for other purposes, 

received a number and its second reading in the 
House of Representatives yesterday and is official-
ly in Committee. This statewide Water 
Trails Resolution of Support was assigned 
to the Natural Resources & Environ-
ment Committee. and as of February 23, 
2017 the House Committee has favorably 
reported. Georgia River Network would 
like to give special thanks to the following 
congressmen for sponsoring HR 281:
Representative Spencer Frye, Representa-
tive Lynn Smith, Chairman of Natural Resources & Environ-
ment Committee, Representative Tom McCall, Chairman of 
Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee, Representative 
David Knight, Chairman of Games, Fish & Parks Commit-
tee, Representative Chuck Williams, Agriculture & Consumer 
Affairs Committee, Representative Debbie Buckner, Natural 
Resources & Environment Committee. 

If the resolution passes, 
“water trail partnerships” 
throughout Georgia will 
get an “appropriate copy of 
this resolution” suitable for 
framing and distributing 
on social media, etc.

Georgia Water Coalition supports the creation of new oppor-
tunities for public enjoyment of state waters as addressed in the 
2017 biennial report: “All Georgians and visitors to the state 
should have opportunities to enjoy recreation on Georgia’s wa-
ters. One way to improve the public’s access to and enjoyment 
of state waters is to establish and fund a statewide water trail 
system. Water trails provide extremely cost-effective recreation 
opportunities and are dynamic creators of tourism and eco-
nomic development in rural areas. Users of trails often become 
dedicated advocates for rivers.” 

View HR 281 and its status at http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legis-
lation/en-US/display/20172018/HR/281

GRN Convenes GA Water Trails Network Steering Committee 

Statewide Water Trail Resolution of Support in Committee!

Georgia River Network recently convened the 2nd Georgia Water Trails Network Steering 
Committee Meeting on Dec 5th, 2016 in Athens, GA. Representatives from the 16 established water 
trails that make up the Georgia Water Trails Network travelled or called in from throughout the state to reconnect, 

discuss progress and sustainable measures being taken, and to share resources and new ideas. Water Trail representatives also 
gave a brief overview of their respective water trails and showcased marketing materials. Jeffery Bishop, DNR Boating Access 
Coordinator, also joined and gave an overview of DNR’s Boating Access signage program and invited the Georgia Water Trails 
Network reps to provide feedback and recommendations for DNR’s new 2017 Signage Policy.

The Georgia Water Trails Network Steering 
Committee was established by Georgia River 
Network in order to build relationships and 
collaboration between established water trail 
groups, create a framework for developing, 
promoting, and marketing successful water 
trails, and to increase resource conservation. 
The periodic assemblage of the Steering 
Committee also helps ensure that the 
Georgia Water Trails Network continues to maintain a level of consistency and validity throughout the state.

Communities from all over Georgia are beginning to develop water trails and are looking to the Georgia Water Trails Network 
for examples and role models to follow. GRN’s Director of Programs and Outreach, Gwyneth Moody, provides water trail 
development technical assistance to watershed groups throughout the state and intensive technical assistance to one or two 
water trail groups for a one year period. This assistance helps water trail groups fulfill the criteria required for a trail to be 
considered an ‘established’ water trail within the Georgia Water Trail Network by providing planning and a framework in the 
areas of: funding, public information (signage, map, brochures, website), recreation opportunities (increased public access), 
outreach, community support (Resolutions of Support), conservation/restoration (water quality monitoring and cleanups), 
trail maintenance and education. Please visit the  Georgia Water Trails Website to learn more: www.GaWaterTrails.org 



Capitol Conservation Day - 1st Time Attendees Reflect

Georgia River Network had the opportunity to 
interview Anne Ledbetter, an avid paddler, 
river enthusiast, and first time attendee of 

Capitol Conservation Day about her experience.
It was really cool and interesting. Beforehand I tried to read 
up on the bills and I was unsure if I would be influential or be 
a good spokesperson, but an overview of each bill was given 
during the CCD breakfast including explanations and specific 
topics we needed to touch on. I felt much more confident 
afterwards.

I was the only one in my district, 
and I went up and talked to Joe 
Cook about which representative 
to talk to and then filled out a piece 
of paper requesting to speak with 
Senator Hunter Hill and gave it 
to a page who delivered the paper 
him on the Senate Floor. I then I 
waited for Senator Hunter Hill to come out and speak with 
me.  He was very congenial. I made a point to tell him that he 
was my senator from my district, and I said, “I want to talk to 
you about coal ash!”  It was a lot easier than I thought and I 
felt like I was doing something important. He explained how 
the process worked and apologized for not knowing more 
about the subject at hand. I later emailed him three links and 
explained that the issue is also on a national level.

The whole process was a lot less scary than anticipated. It was 
very straightforward and casual. I realized your representatives 
and senators want to talk to you and they are willing. You 
also aren’t alone; a lot of people were waiting to talk to their 
senators and representatives about important issues. Talking to 
my senator about issues in my district felt like I had initiated 
an important association with him, and that what I had to say 
mattered. By attending I got to see how to “work the ropes”.
After attending I feel comfortable talking to my representatives 
about issues and concerns, and much more empowered. I have 
a new perspective on what I am able to do and it amazes me.
I would definitely recommend others to attend Capitol 
Conservation Day. I got a lot out of it. The breakfast and the 
meeting helped tremendously. There were other people around 
that I knew were doing the same thing and it made me feel 
more comfortable having others to talk to and knowing that 

if I had needed more help talking to my representatives then 
someone would have happily done so. I encourage others to 
go- even if you have never been involved in politics or advocacy 
work before because just being there makes a difference.
 

                                                                                                   Photo by Erik Voss

Tonya Bechtler, Yellow River Water Trail, also 
gave us some insight on her experience. Mark 
Wilson and I attended our very first Capitol Conservation Day 
this Legislative Session. Thank you Georgia Water Coalition, 
Georgia River Network and ALL the partners for a wonderful 
introduction to policy making at 
the State Capitol. In 2015, our 
volunteers with the Yellow River 
Water Trail discovered Newton 
County was in the process of leasing 
our County owned landfill to a 3rd 
party for VERTICAL expansion. 
Unfortunately the Newton County 
leaking landfill (under a 2012 
EPD Corrective Action Plan 
for groundwater contamination 
from UNLINED trash cells) is 
located directly on the Yellow River and the elevation of the 
proposed “trash mountain” could reach up to 14 stories high 
from our kayak view. Overwhelmed with “how to protect” our 
community and river from contamination, we began with the 
front line defense of lobbying our County Commissioners. But 
protection is also dependent on adequate laws on a national 
and state level.  Attending Capitol Conservation Day at the 
State Capitol was an eye opener. We were debriefed on pending 
laws that are crucial and given instructions on reaching our 
local representatives to solicit their help.  It is not as difficult 
as it seemed. I was able to meet with my local representatives 
and have facetime for direct discussions about pending laws 
that really matter. Thank you everyone who makes this happen 
every February during the Georgia Assembly.  

Protect Georgia- Sign Up For Advocacy Alerts!
Sign up for Protect Georgia’s environmental action alert e-mails, which lets you 
customize the handful of e-mails you’ll get from Protect Georgia each year to the 
news you most want in order to stay informed. www.protectgeorgia.org



Type of Membership:
 $1,000 River Hero        $500 River Guardian       
 $250 River Supporter   $100 River Friend 
 $50 River Watcher (Family Membership)    $35 Individual River Enthusiast

Additional Tax Deductible Contribution: $ _______   

Total Amount Enclosed: $ _______ Check #: _______ Date: _______
Mr. Mrs. Ms. Dr.  
First & Last Name: _______________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________

City: _________________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________

Phone #: __________________________ Fax #: ________________________ 

E-mail: ________________________________________________________

We occasionally have the opportunity for our members to receive information from other 
conservation organizations.
 Check here if you do not want us to share your information with other organizations.

Mail To:  Georgia River Network, 126 S. Milledge Ave, Ste. E3, Athens, GA, 30605

GRN is classified by the IRS as a 501(c)3 organization. Contributions are tax deductible. 
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Join Georgia River NetworkCalendar of Events

126 South Milledge Avenue
Suite E3
Athens, GA 30605

April 1-2, 2017
Spring on the Satilla

April 27-29, 2017 
Weekend for Rivers & GWC Spring 
Partner Meeting 

May 20-21, 2017
Little River Hidden Gem Paddle & 
Campout

June 17-23, 2017 
Paddle Georgia 2017

Sept 14-15, 2017 
GRN Member Trip to the Hike Inn

October 7-9, 2017 
Fall Float on the Flint

Nov 11-12, 2017
St. Mary’s River Hidden Gem Paddle 
& Campout

 


