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Dirty Dozen Report Highlights Worst Offenses to
Georgia’s Waters

T

he Georgia Water Coalition released the
second Dirty Dozen list in November 2012.
The Dirty Dozen highlights the worst
offenses to Georgia’s waters. What unites each of the
“Dirty Dozen” is that public waters are being abused in ways
that benefit a few, but harm many including property owners,
downstream communities, fish and wildlife, hunters and
anglers, and boaters and swimmers. Over the past decade,
the health of Georgia’s waterways has been compromised
by a lack of funding for environmental protection programs
and political cronyism. Georgia’s Environmental Protection
Division (EPD) has seen its funding cut by 44 percent and
staff cut by 23 percent (250 positions) since 2008, seriously
jeopardizing its ability to enforce the state’s environmental
laws.
More problematic is the political cronyism that puts campaign
contributors and their business interests on the Department
of Natural Resources Board, which oversees EPD—the
agency that regulates those same businesses. Too often in
Georgia, the “fox is watching the hen house,” and the system
gives polluters free passes while the rest of us get dirty water.
Meanwhile, during the past year, Gov. Nathan Deal’s
administration has directed $102 million in state dollars
to reservoirs and water supply projects of dubious need,
including some $9 million in state “investments” that directly

benefited businesses and individuals that were major donors
to his gubernatorial campaign. At the same time, state funding
for lower cost projects to maximize existing water supplies has
languished.
The GWC publishes the Dirty Dozen as a call to action for
our state’s leaders and its citizens to come together to correct
pollution problems, eliminate the wasteful use of our state
tax dollars and restore our streams, rivers, lakes and coastal
wetlands. You can find the full report on the GWC’s website:
http://www.garivers.org/gawater/dirtydozen.htm.

Rayonier Discharge Pipe #2 on the Altamaha River
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Working Together for Healthy Rivers
MISSION

Georgia River Network is working
to ensure a clean water legacy by
engaging and empowering Georgians
to protect and restore our rivers
from the mountains to the coast.

GOALS
• Help citizens work together to
protect and restore their local rivers
• Support local river groups and
citizens by helping build their
capacity to protect and restore their
rivers
• Work with citizens and local river
groups to advocate for strong,
responsible protections for Georgia’s
rivers
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Weekend for Rivers Conference
Registration Opens Feb 1st

I

t’s almost time to secure your place at Weekend for Rivers, GRN’s
Annual Conference and River Celebration! This year’s 2-day
storytelling, partying and paddling event will take place April 6-7 at
the Chattahoochee Nature Center in Roswell, Georgia.
Weekend for Rivers gives us all a chance each year to get together and celebrate
Georgia’s unique, beautiful rivers as a community of aficionados and advocates.
Saturday, April 6th will be a day of inspiration, education and connections with folks
who are as passionate about Georgia’s rivers as you are. The day will include a series of
short presentations and interactive forums that will paint a broad picture of the state of
Georgia’s rivers and the people who work every day to protect and honor them, and this
year we’re including a track focused on river issues and policies as well.
And to top off a day of inspiring presentations, join us for our annual River Celebration
Party—you can come whether or not you can attend the rest of the weekend! That
night, there will be an opportunity to camp at the Chattahoochee Nature Center, wake
up the next morning and paddle a stretch of the beautiful Chattahoochee River! So, put
Weekend for Rivers on your calendar and look for registration to open on February 1st
at www.garivers.org!
Sponsors at Printing: Cedar Creek RV and Outdoor Center, Chattahoochee Nature
Center, Bud & Mary Freeman, Georgia Wildlife Federation, The Rain Barrel Depot
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Nature and networking at Weekend for Rivers 2012.

Paddle Georgia 2013 on the Lower Flint River

P

addle Georgia 2013 will take place June 15-21 on 106 miles of the Lower Flint River from Warwick
to Bainbridge. Registration opens February 14, 2013. The website (www.garivers.org/paddle_georgia) will be updated
with full details on the 2013 trip in late January. Participation in Paddle Georgia Lite ( June 15-16) will be by invitation only.
Request an invitation by April 1 at http://paddleliterequest.eventbrite.com/#.
The trip features:
• Daily paddling trips averaging 15 miles
• Nightly camping with meals, games, entertainment and educational programs
• Tours of historic sites, industrial facilities and more
• Chemical and biological water monitoring opportunities
• Companionship and camaraderie with hundreds of fellow paddlers
• Fundraiser for Georgia River Network and Flint Riverkeeper
Thanks to our Paddle Georgia Sponsors (as of publication):
Oglethorpe Power Corporation; Chambliss, Sheppard,
Roland & Baxter LLP; China Clay Producers Association;
The Outside World; StreamTechs; Cedar Creek RV &
Outdoor Center

Paddle Georgia 2013 Partners
Georgia Canoe Association, Flint Riverkeeper, Georgia
Adopt–A – Stream, Project WET

View Our 2012 Annual Report Online!
Check out all that we accomplished in 2012! Hear directly from each staff
member about our successes in protecting Georgia’s rivers. Visit www.
garivers.org to see the video on our homepage.

Your Photos Wanted for Monthly Photo Contest

G

your photo entries to Gwyneth@garivers.org
RN is excited to announce our 2013
Here are the 2013 Monthly Themes:
Monthly Photo Showcase and GRN Staff
Pick of the Month. Each month we will
•January- Favorite photo of 2012
have a different theme and invite you to send us
•February- The love boat paddlers photo
a photo that you think best represents the topic
•March- A river problem
of the month.
that needs to be fixed photo
We will showcase
•April- Best ‘Weekend For
everyone’s photos on
Rivers’ photo
our website and social
•May- Creative way(s) of
media and one photo
conserving water/How you
per month will receive
conserve water photo
the illustrious title of
•June- River wildlife photo
‘GRN Staff Pick of
•July- Favorite 2013 Paddle
the Month’ and the
Georgia photo
chosen photo’s author
•August- Funniest paddling
will receive a surprise
photo
token of gratitude.
•September- Summer
We will accept photo
water fun with pet(s) photo
entries up until the
•October- Protecting and
third week of each
cleaning up rivers photo
month and announce
•November- Fabulous fall
the GRN staff pick
colors photo
and showcase all
•December- The gift of
photo submissions
Gwyenth Moody at the Hike Inn with GRN members in September 2012.
water photo
the last week of each
month. So get those
Enjoy the Contest!
cameras poised and creative photo juices flowing and submit

GRN Launches River Guidebook Series
Georgia River Network is excited to announce the Georgia River Network
Guidebooks series. The first guidebook in the series, the Etowah River
User’s Guide by Joe Cook, will be available this spring and is the first in a
series of books to be published by UGA Press in partnership with Georgia
River Network. The guidebooks, printed on waterproof paper and ready to
go from car seat to canoe seat, will help encourage Georgians to explore
and appreciate their rivers and will support efforts to create and sustain
water trails in the state. Designed to educate river users, enhance their
on-river experiences, and allow them to safely explore the river, each
guide will include an introduction and overview of the river, chapters
describing each river section with detailed maps and notes on river access
and points of interest; a compact natural history guide featuring species
of interest found along Georgia’s rivers, notes on safety and boating
etiquette, a fishing primer, and notes on organizations working to protect
the river.

Join GRN for the 4
Seasons Paddles in 2013
May 18: Chattahoochee Watershed with West Atlanta Watershed
Alliance, Keeping it Wild & Chattahoochee Riverkeeper
August 4: Etowah River Paddle and Etowah River User’s Guide Book
Launch Party with Coosa River Basin Initiative
Sept. 7: Central Savannah Watershed Paddle with Georgia Kayak
Fishing-Paddle 4 Tomorrow & Savannah Riverkeeper
Nov. 16: Altamaha River Watershed Paddle with Off Grid Expeditions,
Rivers Alive & Altamaha Riverkeeper
Mark your calendars and stay tuned for more details and how to sign up.

Wild & Scenic
Film Festival

T

he Wild and Scenic Film
Festival will be held on
March 3, 2013 at the
Landmark Midtown Art Cinema
in Atlanta. Each year, Georgia River
Network, Chattahoochee Riverkeeper,
and Georgia ForestWatch partner
to select the best award-winning
environmental films and bring them
to Atlanta in a two-and-a-half-hour
program. The program offers a mix of
films addressing environmental issues
such as energy, biodiversity, climate
change and the protection and restoration
of wild lands and waters. Guests can
enjoy complimentary SweetWater brews
(for patrons 21 and over carrying a valid
ID). Tickets go on sale Feb 1. For more
information, visit http://chattahoochee.
org/wild-and-scenic-film-festival.php.

GRN Monthly Giving Plan
Planning for 2013? As you plan for the new year,
consider a monthly donation to GRN and become a
Partner for Georgia’s Rivers. Automatic payments
help you and us be more sustainable and efficient
by using less time, paper, and resources. You
save time and trouble while supporting efforts
to protect and enjoy rivers all year long. A $20
monthly donation enables us to produce the
Confluence newsletter to keep members like you
informed about our work.
Go to www.garivers.org and click on the red
donate button in the top right corner. Fill out the
form as always and under donation frequency
chose “monthly.” Thanks for your ongoing support
and your commitment to protecting Georgia’s
Rivers!

Group Spotlight: Yellow River Preservation &
Conservation

T

he City of Porterdale sits on the banks of
the lovely Yellow River just a few miles
outside of Covington, GA in Newton County.
Over the last few years the city has made amazing strides
in revitalizing the city through the acquisition of nearly
$750,000 in grant money primarily committed to property
acquisition, trailheads, trails, kayak and canoe launches,
interpretive signage, and the restoration of the historic train
depot and gymnasium.
Funding acquired
will also be used for
the Porterdale Yellow
River Park project
which will include the
development of the
Yellow River Water
Trail as well as green space
along the Yellow River. The
project also anticipates
preserving, protecting, and
promoting the proposed
27-acre Yellow River Park.
This public park will be
used for outdoor recreation
and the promotion
of environmental,
recreational, and economic
development for the city
and local communities.

a collaboration of Newton County, City of Covington, City
of Porterdale, Porterdale Police Department and the Yellow
River Preservation & Conservation group. The goal of the
pilot program is to engage local youth, aged 14 to 20, in
protecting the Yellow River. Thus far, they have completed
training and became certified chemical and biological water
quality testers with Georgia Adopt A Stream and conducted
their first water tests at two registered sites. They will
continue to do the chemical
testing monthly and add
the biological testing on
quarterly. The Explorers
were also able to obtain
funding from Georgia
Power to purchase 3 kayaks
with gear (and are still
working on acquiring the
funds for an additional 7
kayaks and one canoe).
Tonya is very excited about
the Explorer’s progress and
enthusiasm, explaining that
“for most of the teens, this
is their very first time on
the river in boats and as
they gain more experience
in the kayaks and the
weather warms up, river
cleanups will also be a huge
part of the program.”

Georgia River Network
There are currently over 20
assisted the Yellow
sites that previously were
River Preservation &
monitored by local groups
Conservation Group and
that have not been tested
Porterdale Yak Club with
since 2009. Hopes are that
their endeavors to increase
the community service of
awareness, enjoyment, and
the Explorers will catch
protection of the Yellow
on in Newton County and
River through the Hidden
Adopt A Stream water
Gems paddling event last
testing will once again
September which nearly
The Porterdale Explorer’s Club monitor the Yellow River.
cover these sites on the
100 people attended and
Yellow, Alcovy and South Rivers.
included programs ranging from ways to get involved with
Rivers Alive and Adopt a Stream to presentations on local
We are very proud of the outstanding accomplishments
history and native tree species.
made by the city of Porterdale, the Yellow River Preservation
& Conservation group, the Porterdale Explorers, and the
Local resident, Tonya Bechtler has played a pivotal role in
Porterdale Yak club and their continued work towards the
galvanizing the community around restoration efforts and
protection, restoration and enjoyment of the Yellow River.
enjoyment of the Yellow River. She successfully initiated
the Porterdale Police Explorer’s Adopt A Stream program,

GRN Challenges:Explore Georgia’s Rivers!

E

very year Georgia River Network devises a new
challenge, and 2012 was the year to paddle
12 different Georgia rivers! Over 60 people signed
up. Congratulations to the individuals who completed the
challenge! Visit www.garivers.org to see the rivers they paddled
as well as their stories, blogs and photos.

reuse any documentation submitted. Georgia River Network’s
Water Trails Website can help you find outfitters, events,
organized trips, resources and a list of Georgia Water Trails to
plan your adventures.

In 2013, Georgia River Network is encouraging river lovers
to celebrate Georgia’s rivers – from wild places to urban
waterways – by taking 13 people paddling in 2013 who might
not otherwise go on their own. Set your New Year’s resolution
to get outside, get active and get to know your home state with
friends and family. Georgia’s rivers offer a variety of experiences
including family friendly afternoon paddles, riverside hikes,
exciting whitewater and blackwater experiences. Learn more
on our website at www.garivers.org. To join the list of paddlers
participating, just send an email to gwyneth@garivers.org to
sign up. When you have successfully completed the challenge
by taking 13 people paddling on Georgia’s rivers who otherwise
would not go on their own, send in documentation about your
trip including photos, stories, videos and/or poems about the
rivers you explored and with whom. GRN will send you a
sticker for your boat. GRN reserves the right to reprint and

Above: Photo by Anne Ledbetter while paddling on Miller Lake.

Above: Gerry Cowart shows a banner with the 1st 12 rivers he paddled.

Introducing Tip Top Tuesday
GRN will post a new Tip of the Week on our social media sites Facebook, Twitter, GA River News Blog every
Tuesday on topics ranging from GA paddling destinations and kayak camping tips to water conservation and
ways to get involved in river restoration.

126 South Milledge Avenue
Suite E3
Athens, GA 30605

Calendar of Events
February 14, 2013
Paddle GA Registration Opens
March 3, 2013
Wild & Scenic Film Festival
Landmark Theater, Atlanta

Join Georgia River Network
Type of Membership:
 $1,000 River Hero
 $500 River Guardian
 $250 River Supporter  $100 River Friend
 $50 River Watcher (Family Membership)  $35 Individual River Enthusiast
Additional Tax Deductible Contribution: $ _______ 		

April 6-7, 2013
Weekend for Rivers
Chattahoochee Nature Center
Roswell, GA

Total Amount Enclosed: $ _______ Check #: _______ Date: _______
Mr. Mrs. Ms. Dr.
First & Last Name: _______________________________________________

May 18, 2013
Chattahoochee Watershed
Unveiling Paddle with West Atlanta
Watershed Alliance, Keeping it Wild
& Chattahoochee Riverkeeper

City: _________________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________

June 15-21, 2013
Paddle Georgia
Lower Flint River
Warwick to Bainbridge

Address: _______________________________________________________

Phone #: __________________________ Fax #: ________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________________
We occasionally have the opportunity for our members to receive information from other
conservation organizations.
 Check here if you do not want us to share your information with other organizations.
Mail To: Georgia River Network, 126 S. Milledge Ave, Ste. E3, Athens, GA, 30605
GRN is classified by the IRS as a 501(c)3 organization. Contributions are tax deductible.
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