Founded in 1998, Georgia River Network serves as the voice of Georgia's rivers and helps everyone
enjoy, connect with and advocate for economically vital and clean flowing rivers.

2015 Accomplishments
ADVOCATING FOR ECONOMICALLY VITAL & CLEAN FLOWING RIVERS
Water Wire Blog - Policy Director, Chris Manganiello (left), continued
to post the latest water issue news to our Georgia Water Wire blog.
Kept citizen advocates and Georgia’s river groups informed –
Stayed abreast on and involved in important policy issues and provided
ways for them to engage in policy debates.
Leader in the Georgia Water Coalition - Played an active role in the
Georgia Water Coalition as a member of the Leadership Team. GWC
continued the ‘Dirty Dozen’ campaign as a call to action for our state’s
leaders and its citizens to come together to correct the pollution
problems and threats to our water. The 2015 Dirty Dozen report
highlights the worst offenses to Georgia’s water. The release of the
report will lead into the 2016 legislative session, and we will continue
our work to protect healthy river flows, fully fund environmental programs, and oppose rollbacks
to environmental protections.
Advocacy – Drove over 6,000 miles of Georgia’s roads advocating for rivers and clean water,
and organized 9 comment letters and testified 7 times on behalf of GRN. Worked closely with our
Georgia Water Coalition partners to protect groundwater and to secure permanent protections
for the coastal marsh.

HELPING EVERYONE ENJOY & CONNECT WITH GEORGIA’S RIVERS

Paddle Georgia – GRN led over 400 people on the 11th annual Paddle Georgia canoe and
kayak adventure on 95 miles of the Ogeechee River from Rocky Ford to Richmond Hill over 7
days, June 20-26. The 2015 Paddle Georgia Youth Group of 12 teachers and kids from Camp

Creek Middle School, most of whom had never paddled a canoe on a river, successfully
navigated one of the most challenging stretches of river on Paddle Georgia yet and returned
home excited to paddle more of Georgia’s rivers. The Paddle Georgia Canoeathon raised
$30,000 to help Georgia River Network and Ogeechee Riverkeeper in river protection and
engagement efforts.
Brews, BBQ, and Boats for Better Rivers 2015 – Over
200 people came together at Sweetater Brewery for
GRN’s pre-season paddle party and fundraiser. Paddlers
and river lovers from all over Georgia enjoyed the
opportunity to network, meet GRN staff members, and
learn about our mission and upcoming events. $9700 was
raised for river protection and engagement.
Hidden Gems – Three one day paddling events on the
Middle Oconee, South, and Ochlockonee rivers were again
a hit! 300 paddlers learned about the development of
these up-and-coming water trails and ways to get
involved in river restoration/conservation work,
recreational opportunities, and economic development in
the surrounding communities.
Fall Float on the Flint – One hundred forty people joined us for a four
day paddle enjoying the Flint’s natural beauty and crystal clear spring
pools. Participants learned about the river’s cultural and natural
heritage and how state water policies are draining the Flint dry and
what solutions are available to reverse the trend. More than a dozen
paddlers participated in Georgia Adopt-A-Stream water testing
workshops. Close to $10,000 was raised to help Georgia River Network
and Flint Riverkeeper protect our rivers year round.
Guidebooks – Author Joe Cook completed writing the third in GRN’s
Guidebook series, “Flint River User’s Guide”. The “Broad River User’s
Guide” will be released in 2016.
Exploring the Woods Together – GRN members enjoyed a hiking trip
to the Len Foote Hike Inn located in North Georgia’s Appalachian
Mountains.

Weekend for Rivers Annual Conference – One hundred
people from three states joined us for a weekend of conversation,
presentations networking, and paddling on the Chattahoochee
river.

Event highlights included:
 27 presenters who shared stories, films, meditations, and
board development workshops on the rivers and issues close
to their hearts.
 A live auction that raised $2,150 to help bring underserved
youth on Paddle Georgia, as well as almost $5,000 for
Georgia River Network.
 The Annual River Celebration Awards and Party: Watershed
Group of the Year (Push Back the Pipeline); Volunteer of the
Year (Margaret Tyson, Ochlockonee River Water Trail; and
Conservationist of the Year (Justin Ellis, Soque River
Watershed Assoc.)

EMPOWERING WATERSHED GROUPS THROUGHOUT THE STATE
Water Trails – Community Programs Coordinator, Gwyneth Moody (pictured on left with Satilla
River Water Trail partnership and below
on right with South River Water Trail
partnership) provided intensive technical
assistance for the development of the
Satilla River and South River Water Trails
in the areas of planning, funding,
recreational opportunities, public
information, community support,
conservation, restoration, education, and
trail
maintenance
and continued to provide resources and guidance throughout the year
to water trails being developed on the following rivers: Alapaha,
Broad, Flint, Little Ohoopee, Ochlockonee, (Lower) Oconee, Middle &
North Oconee, Whitewater Creek, and Yellow.
A few accomplishments resulting from GRN’s Water Trail technical
assistance include:
 Erection of new water trail directional signage and kiosks
 Passage of 7 Water Trail Resolutions of Support by governing
municipalities with four more in progress
 Progress towards increased public, safe, and legal access points
 Formation of 3 new water trail stakeholder
partnerships pulled from all sectors of each
community (landowners, local and state
agencies, county and city officials, river
enthusiasts, educators, watershed groups,
local businesses, attorneys, outfitters, etc.)
 Coordination of 3 Hidden Gem events
highlighting up-and-coming water trails
 Increased community involvement in river
restoration/conservation efforts
 Creation of 2 illustrative maps and 5
interactive water trail maps
 Collection of educational material for interpretive signage, websites, and promo material
 Creation of 3 new water trail websites and social media pages

GRN submitted a comment letter with 60 signatories from Georgia watershed and water trail
groups, encouraging the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to include water trails in the
2017-2021 statewide blueprint for public outdoor recreation in order to meet the demands of
Georgia's diverse and growing population. GRN has subsequently been invited to participate in a
2016 DNR focus group session that will guide federal funding and recreation policy.
GRN partnered with the North East Georgia Regional Commission to develop a template
illustrative map that can be used for other Water Trails throughout the state.
In addition to publishing the quarterly Georgia Water Trails Newsletter, GRN continued to
maintain the Georgia Water Trails Clearinghouse, Toolkit and Georgia Water Trails Network, a
statewide network of 15 established water trails.
Assistance to Watershed Groups – GRN provided ongoing assistance to 30+ river protection
organizations via our Weekend for Rivers annual conference, workshops, consultation, direct
assistance, and fostering collaboration.
Conasauga Designated as Georgia’s First Outstanding National Resource Water - The
Environmental Protection Division designated the Conasauga River as the state’s first
Outstanding National Resource Water. GRN has supported Environment Georgia’s work on this
issue since 2004.
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