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Join Us For Weekend For Rivers

It’s time to register for Weekend for Rivers!  
GRN’s Annual Conference and River Celebration 
event gives us all a chance to celebrate 

Georgia’s unique, beautiful rivers through 
storytelling, partying and paddling! 

Join us March 31-April 1st for inspiration, education, 
paddling and connections with folks who love Georgia’s 
rivers as much as you! Saturday will include river-lovers of all 
kinds expressing their passion for rivers with short, inspiring 
presentations and interactive forums that will paint a broad 
picture of the state of Georgia’s rivers and the people who 
protect, enjoy and honor them. These presentations will 
involve storytelling, photography, poetry, music and art, but 
no boring Power Points!

In the evening, we’ll have a ton of fun at our annual River 
Celebration Party and then we’ll camp at the Chattahoochee 
Nature Center (indoor and outdoor camping will be 
available)—just like Paddle Georgia. The next morning, 
we’ll wake up and paddle a 9-mile stretch of the beautiful 
Chattahoochee River.   The experience will be as close to the 
Paddle Georgia experience as possible (right down to the bus 
shuttles, the gym camping and the Satterfield’s catering) for 
the uninitiated as well as for all you Paddle Georgia fanatics 
who regularly plead with us to plan more than one event each 
year. Thanks go to Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, who 
lead popular trips and events on the ‘Hooch all the time, in 

supporting us on the paddle.
 
The Details:  Weekend for Rivers 2012: “Wild Encounters 
and Stories Fished from the River”
When: March 31-April 1, 2012
Where: Chattahoochee Nature Center, Roswell, Georgia
Cost: $50 for adults, $40 for the kid’s program.  Ticket prices 
include Saturday presentations and party, Saturday night 
camping, shuttles for Sunday paddle on the Chattahoochee 
River and all meals from Saturday breakfast to Sunday 
breakfast. Participants will need to pack their own lunch for 
the river on Sunday.  No daily rate will be offered, but tickets 
to the party for those who are not registered for the weekend 
can be purchased for $25/ticket. To sign up and get more 
information about Weekend for Rivers, visit our website at 
www.garivers.org.

Thanks to our Weekend for Rivers Sponsors: 
Patagonia , Stormwater Systems , The Rainbarrel Depot, 
Coca-Cola Refreshments, Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, 
Cedar Creek RV and Outdoor Center, The Outside 
World, Sweetwater Brewing, American Rivers, Broad River 
Watershed Association, Coosa River Basin Initiative, High 
Country, Flint Riverkeeper, GreenLaw, Café Campesino, 
Southern Environmental Law Center
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Georgia River Network is working  
to ensure a clean water legacy by  
engaging and empowering Georgians 
to protect and restore our rivers  
from the mountains to the coast.

GOALS

•	Help citizens work together to 
protect and restore their local rivers 
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citizens by helping build their 
capacity to protect and restore their 
rivers

•	Work with citizens and local river 
groups to advocate for strong, 
responsible protections for Georgia’s 
rivers
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Paddle 12 Rivers in 2012

Above: Roger Neilsen, Steve Craven, Brown Widener and Gary Crider Below: Pat Colbert meets 
up with donkeys on the Savannah River.

Georgia River Network encourages you to celebrate Georgia’s 
rivers – from wild places to urban waterways – by visiting 12 
rivers in 2012.  Over 50 people have signed up so far for our Paddle 

12 Rivers in 2012 Project and have started their journeys.  As they explore 
different rivers around the state, they are reporting back with photos and 
stories of their adventures.  Visit the water trails website at www.garivers.org/
gwtc/ to see more pictures and learn more about their trips.



Paddle Georgia 2012 Sells Out in Record Time

Paddle Georgia 20112- June 16-22 - Ohoopee and Altamaha Rivers from Reidsville to Darien  
The 2012 Coastal Plain Paddlin’ Party sold out in record time this year - just 16 days! It’s easy to tell why, Paddle Georgia 
2012 will be a quintessential tour of South Georgia--a 108-mile journey on the Ohoopee and Altamaha Rivers. The 

blackwater Ohoopee near Reidsville will enchant with its tupelo and cypress-lined banks and snow-white sandbars and the 
Altamaha will inspire with its sweeping vistas and abundant wildlife. With any luck, the paddlers will even see a dolphin in the 
tidal waters surrounding Darien. 
 
Along the way, we’ll paddle through the Big Hammock, Griffin Ridge and Sansavilla wildlife management areas along with the 
Altamaha State Waterfowl Management Area, and we’ll encounter aptly named river features like Alligator Congress, Old Hell 
Bight and Bug Suck Lake. A journey for the faint of heart it is not!

Off river, we’ll have the opportunity to learn more about these rivers and the region through water monitoring opportunities, 
tours of area attractions and nightly activities at campsites that include entertainment, games and programs highlighting the 
river’s cultural and natural heritage. An educational adventure for the whole family, Paddle Georgia will show this years paddlers 
Georgia as they’ve never seen it before. To get on the Paddle Georgia 2012 wait list or the 2013 info list send an e-mail to info@
garivers.org
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Learn More About Paddle Georgia
To learn more about Paddle Georgia, visit www.garivers.org/paddle_georgia/pghome.html. Read Joe’s blog 
posts about scouting for the trip at: http://garivernetwork.wordpress.com/. 

Thanks to our Paddle Georgia Sponsors: 
Georgia Power, Patagonia, Mohawk Carpet Foundation, 
Hennessy Land Rover Centers, The Outside World, 
Johnson Outdoors,  Coca-Cola Refreshments, Stream 
Techs, Cedar Creek RV & Outdoor Center, China Clay 
Producers Association, The Rainbarrel Depot

Paddle Georgia 2012 Partners 
Georgia Canoe Association,  Altamaha Riverkeeper, 
Georgia Adopt–A – Stream, Project WET, 
Wayne County Board of Tourism, Altamaha River 
Partnership, City of Darien



Grassroots Spotlight: South River Rising

South River Watershed Alliance (SRWA) is 
“Leading the Way to Restore South River,” 
a commitment that has also become the 

organization’s motto.  South River forms the southern 
boundary of DeKalb County 
in metro Atlanta.  From 
here, it flows southeast to the 
Ocmulgee and Altamaha rivers, 
respectively, and finally to the 
Atlantic Ocean.  

First and foremost, restoration 
of South River depends on 
broad-based community 
education and involvement.  
SRWA’s vision for restoring 
South River is reflected 
in South River 2020, an 
eight and a half year plan to 
build community efficacy 
and sustained community 
involvement in support of the river.  Launched in July 2011, 
the plan features complementary projects many of which 
are designed to educate citizens in south DeKalb County 
about the river and providing opportunities for them to also 
experience it. 

The centerpiece of the South River 2020 plan is Beyond the 
Bridge, a multi-year community-wide effort to a designate 
South River water trail.  The kickoff event will be a 4.5 mile 
guided canoe outing for an up close and personal encounter 

with South River.  The 
goal is for all stakeholders, 
elected officials, members 
of the business community, 
community leaders, and 
citizens to come away from this 
experience with a heightened 
appreciation for the river’s 
beauty and value and the 
potential it holds for south 
DeKalb County communities.  
Beyond the Bridge will 
officially launch April 28, 2012.  

Georgia River Network 
recently worked closely with 
SRWA to support them in 

the design and building of their new website, especially their 
program focusing on educating citizens to not dump “Fats, 
Oils and Greases” down their drains. Their new website can 
be visited at www.southriverga.org/

River Celebration Party

Paddlers on the South River

GRN Welcomes 3 New Members to Our Staff

Georgia River Network welcomed Dr. Chris Manganiello, Debra Tate, and Gwyneth Moody to our 
staff this new year. 
 

Chris was hired to fill a new position at GRN - our new Policy Director position. You may already know Chris from Paddle 
Georgia or from his blog postings on GRN’s Georgia Water Wire blog.  In this position Chris works with citizens, river groups, 
and other partners and lead our programs to promote and defend strong protections for our rivers.

Debra was hired to fill our part-time Adminstrative Assistant position. Debra brings great skills and experience to her job of 
assisting GRN with our programs and administration of our organization.

Gweneth was also hired to fill a new position at GRN - our new Community Programs Coordinator position. In this position, 
Gwyneth will lead our programs to engage and build involvement in river conservation, including managing our water trails 
program.

Read more about Chris, Debra, and Gwyneth on our website at www.garivers.org/about-us/staff.html.

Join us for the River celebration Awards ceremony and party at the chattahoochee Nature center on 
March 31 in conjunction with Weekend for Rivers. Buy tickets at www.garivers.org.



Join us in Going GREEN!
Printing quarterly newsletters consumes paper and time.  
We can be more efficient in delivering our programs through  
relying on e-mail, our website, and social networking tools.  
You can help by making the switch, too.

If you are reading this in print, but want to receive an  
electronic copy instead, LET US KNOW by e-mailing  
info@garivers.org or calling 706-549-4508.

For our electronic subscribers, each quarterly issue of  
Confluence is e-mailed to you and archived on our website.

Planned Giving
Tomorrow’s results are created by today’s 
dreamers. Many people dream of a way to help 
protect the rivers in Georgia.  Some find that 
a good way to accomplish that is to designate 
Georgia River Network as the beneficiary of all 
or part of your retirement plan or life insur-
ance policy.   

Did you know that leaving your heirs as ben-
eficiaries of a retirement account means they 
could be taxed twice on this amount?  Would 
you like to know how to leave more to your 
loved ones and get a sizable tax deduction? 
Learning more about this support option hap-
pens when you contact Davin Welter at davin@
garivers.org or 706-549-4508.

Dr. Chris Manganiello, Policy Director

Gwyneth Moody, Community Programs Coord.

Debra Tate, Administrative Assistant



As we start a new year, it’s worth putting 
a critical new policy program – the 
Governor’s Water Supply Program – under 

the spotlight.  The state intends to distribute $300 
million over the next four years for new water ventures.  
Full implementation however, will take decades given 
the nature of eligible projects.  And the environmental 
and financial outcomes, particularly for schemes that 
may never actually get finished, will be with tax payers 
and communities for the long haul.

In 2011, Gov. 
Nathan Deal 
directed the Georgia 
Environmental 
Finance Authority 
(GEFA) to produce 
and administer the 
Governor’s Water 
Supply Program.  
The Governor also 
pledged to set aside 
$300,000,000 over 
the next four years 
to fund regional 
water supply projects.  Two-thirds of this pledge will 
get funneled through GEFA low-interest loans, and 
$100,000,000 will go to the Department of Community 
Affairs (DCA).

The state’s 2012 budget year called for the issue of 
$45,750,000 worth of general obligation bonds  through 
DCA (grants that entail direct state investment in and 
ownership of projects) and GEFA (loans to local entities 
who will maintain ownership of these projects and have 
forty years to pay off the loans).  GEFA has requested 
applications for projects and their goal is to push the 
first pot of gold out the door by summer 2012.
After reading Water Supply Program press releases 
and media coverage, “eligible” projects include wells, 
desalination, and other supply-side projects.  But a 
closer reading of the Report of the Water Supply Task 
Force presents a reservoir-centric blueprint and financial 
planning process.

For example, the “Funding Overview” (Appendix D) 

makes it clear that the state intends to fund reservoirs 
and virtually no other water supply projects for the 
next four years.  Another example: The Water Supply 
Program administrators are directed to evaluate 
and score different projects types (see Appendix F 
& G).  New reservoir projects and enhancements 
are in the upper tiers followed by (and in decreasing 
order of preference) wells, water delivery system 
interconnections, indirect potable water reuse, 

and emerging 
technologies 
(desalination, aquifer 
storage and recovery, 
etc.).

So what are we 
to make of this 
program?
First, $300,000,000 
over four years 
will not go very 
far because new 
reservoirs are 

expensive.  Two 
proposed reservoirs in North Georgia (Dawson 
Forest and Glades) have a combined expected price of 
$950,000,000.  So which proposed reservoir projects 
are poised to reap the Water Supply Program’s rewards?  
Given the realities of geography and gravity, a north 
Georgia reservoir project like Dawson Forest is more 
likely to curry GEFA’s favor.  Given that Glades planners 
must spend more money to complete an Environmental 
Impact Statement, there is a high probability the money 
might flow to a centrally located regional project.  
Money could also head to the proposed Hard Labor 
Creek reservoir in Walton County, however geography is 
not on the project’s side.

Second, the program is not set up to evaluate or fund 
the most cost-effective methods available to local 
communities: conservation and efficiency projects.  
Georgia’s Environmental Protection Division estimates 
that water conservation and efficiency measures can 
cost $0.46 to $250 per 1,000 gallons secured while new 
reservoirs can cost $4,000 per 1,000 gallons secured. 

The Most Effective Approach To Georgia’s Water 
Problems?

Low water on West Point Lake



Most Effective Approach Cont.

Third, the other eligible projects?  While interbasin 
transfers (IBTs) are not named as eligible projects, it’s 
possible that new IBTs could emerge in situations where 
water authorities interconnect and gain the ability to 
deliver treated water across basin boundaries. 

Also, where is the 
pressure to evaluate 
desalination coming 
from?  This is by far 
the most expensive 
and energy intensive 
option on the list, 
but given its place 
on that list, is 
perhaps not really 
that popular and 
is actually a red 
herring.

Finally, we welcome 
the Governor’s Water 
Supply Program’s 
intention to expand 
and convert existing 
reservoirs.  That 
would be an excellent 
environmental and 
financial investment 
for Georgians.  As 

such, we would particularly like to see the state spend 
the $2,140,000 appropriated in the 2012 budget to 
study the feasibility of raising Lake Lanier’s storage by 
two feet.  This would create over 25 billion gallons to 
meet the needs of downstream communities, of lake 

users, and for water 
supply much more 
quickly and at a 
lower cost than many 
other proposed water 
supply strategies.  It’s 
certainly worth the 
investment to study 
how that particular 
water supply solution 
could benefit Georgia 
and its neighbors.
-Chris Manganiello 
(Ph.D.), Policy 
Director. To read 
more stories like 
this, please follow 
the Georgia Water 
Wire blog: http://
gawaterwire.
wordpress.com/

Help Out! Stay Up to Date! Act!

Sign up for River Protection Action Alerts 
GEAN is an on-line system that periodically provides you with information on the most important 
environmental issues and gives you the choice to take action and let decision makers know your 
views. The GEAN system automatically matches you to your elected officials, includes your contact 
information and delivers letters – all with one mouse click. Go to www.protectgeorgia.net and 
click “sign up”. When signing up, don’t forget to indicate that you are a member of Georgia River 
Network. 

Water Wire Blog
Keep up with these fast-moving developments at GRN’s news-focused blog, the Georgia Water Wire: 
gawaterwire.wordpress.com

Etowah River in Dawson Forest. Photo: Joe Cook



Type of Membership:
 $1,000 River Hero        $500 River Guardian       
 $250 River Supporter   $100 River Friend 
 $50 River Watcher (Family Membership)    $35 Individual River Enthusiast

Additional Tax Deductible Contribution: $ _______   

Total Amount Enclosed: $ _______ Check #: _______ Date: _______
Mr. Mrs. Ms. Dr.  
First & Last Name: _______________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________

City: _________________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________

Phone #: __________________________ Fax #: ________________________ 

E-mail: ________________________________________________________

We occasionally have the opportunity for our members to receive information from other 
conservation organizations.
 Check here if you do not want us to share your information with other organizations.

Mail To:  Georgia River Network, 126 S. Milledge Ave, Ste. E3, Athens, GA, 30605

GRN is classified by the IRS as a 501(c)3 organization. Contributions are tax deductible. 
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Join Georgia River NetworkCalendar of Events

126 South Milledge Avenue
Suite E3
Athens, GA 30605

March 31-April 1, 2012
Weekend for Rivers 
GRN Annual conference
chattahoochee Nature center 
Roswell
www.garivers.org 
See cover story.

June 16-22, 2012 
Paddle Georgia 
Ohoopee and Altamaha Rivers 
Reidsville to Darien
www.garivers.org
See page 3.


