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Speaker Biographies 
 
Jennifer Arp 
Jennifer Arp is a graduate of Reinhardt University in Waleska. While at Reinhardt she obtained her 
Bachelor of Science degree with a major in Biology and a minor in Chemistry. After completing her B.S. 
she returned to school at Shorter University and obtained her Master of Arts in Leadership and 
graduated Suma Cum Laude. After taking a brief rest Jennifer began her PhD. in Public Policy with a 
focus on Environmental Policy in 2007 at Walden University. She is preparing to begin her dissertation 
which deals with women, activism, and the impact on public policy this summer. Jennifer has been with 
the Cherokee County Water & Sewerage Authority for over 8 years and works as the Environmental 
Affairs Supervisor. Jennifer has been working in a water quality and environmental sampling capacity at 
CCWSA since 2006. Prior to taking on that role Jennifer over saw the day-to-day sampling and permit 
testing for 2 wastewater plants. Jennifer also holds a state license in both water and wastewater 
chemistry. 
 
Karen Bailey 
Karen L. Bailey is the Director of the Hawkinsville Better Hometown Program, a Georgia Main Street 
program in Hawkinsville, Georgia. Karen has been in this position for the past twelve years.  She also 
serves the City of Hawkinsville as staff for the Hawkinsville Historic Preservation Commission and the 
Hawkinsville Downtown Development Authority. 
 
Through the Better Hometown program - the local River Parks Advisory Committee was formed five 
years ago. This committee partners with the City, County and Pulaski Rivers Alive for various projects 
with the goal of improving and preserving local river parks and the riverfront.  They are also responsible 
for the planning and implementing of projects to restore and protect the Ocmulgee River in Pulaski 
County with the help of national,  state and regional programs and grants. Hawkinsville- Pulaski 
County has partnered with the surrounding counties of Bleckley, Twiggs and Houston to identify, 
map and promote public entries onto the Ocmulgee as well as partner with these counties in efforts to 
develop and promote the Blueway. 
 
Tammy Bates 
As UCR’s Events and Outreach Director, Tammy Bates, manages our events—from the Spring River 
Revival and June Race and Festival, to the Patron Dinner, River Adventure Outings and Annual 
Membership Meeting. She’s also expanding our outreach programs to new community and nonprofit 
groups. Tammy has close to 25 years of experience in event management, advertising, public relations, 
website development and graphic design, as well as a passion for rivers. She is excited to be a part of a 
community that’s actively involved in preserving our watershed. 
 
Sally Bethea 
Sally Bethea is the founding director of Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, a 5,000 member nonprofit 
environmental advocacy organization established in 1994 whose mission is to protect and restore the 
Chattahoochee River, its tributaries and watershed. She has a masters degree in city planning from 
Georgia Tech and an honorary doctorate from LaGrange College—as well as thirty years of experience in 
environmental issues. Sally has served on the national boards of Waterkeeper Alliance and River 
Network, and the Georgia Board of Natural Resources (1999-2007). Currently, she is a member of the 
board of Earth Share of Georgia.  
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In 2008, Georgia River Network established the Sally Bethea River Champion Award and recognized her 
as its first recipient. She also received the 2008 Ullman Innovative Leadership Award presented by the 
Georgia Center for Nonprofits. Sally has been named one of the 100 Most Influential or Most Notable 
Georgians by Georgia Trend Magazine. Other recognition of Sally’s work includes the 1989 Water 
Conservationist of the Year Award from the Georgia Wildlife Federation, 1998 Southern Environmental 
Leadership Award from Southern Environmental Law Center, and 2002 Certificate of Merit from the 
Garden Club of Georgia.  
 
She has lived in Atlanta’s Ansley Park neighborhood for almost three decades and is the proud mother 
of two grown sons, Charles and Robert. 
 
 
Tonya Bonitatibus 
Mrs. Bonitatibus has four years of field experience with Savannah Riverkeeper and six years in 
Ichthyology Research through Augusta State University. Before working full time with the Riverkeeper, 
Tonya served 2 years as the GA Field Representative for Oceana. In her time with the Riverkeeper she 
has successfully closed over 30 field violations, including the most win, Olin Chemical. She is an Augusta 
native, residing in Olde Town Augusta with her husband and 2 boys.  
 
Bob Bourne 
Robert ‘Bob’ Bourne has a B.S. Degree from the University of Georgia Environmental Science.  He has 
worked for Cobb County for almost 25, Years.  He presently holds the position of Environmental 
Compliance Supervisor and has also held positions as a Lab Analyst, Industrial Pretreatment Technician 
and Stream Monitoring Coordinator. He has been involved in environmental education since 1990 and 
has been on the State of Georgia Adopt A Stream Advisory Board since 2004. He has also conducted 
ongoing research in geomorphology with Ted Mikalsen since 1996.   
 
Joe Cook 
Since 1991, Joe Cook has traveled more than 3500 miles by foot and by canoe documenting the 
Appalachian Trail and Appalachian rivers originating along the famous footpath, including a 540-mile, 
100-day canoe journey on the Chattahoochee and Apalachicola Rivers, and a 160-mile, 26-day canoe 
journey on the Etowah River.  A photographer and writer, he is co-author of River Song-A Journey Down 
the Chattahoochee and Apalachicola Rivers (University of Alabama Press, 2000) and Wildflowers of the 
Appalachian Trail (Menasha Ridge Press 1999) a guide to common wildflowers along the Appalachian 
Trail.  In addition to his photographic work, he currently serves as executive director of Coosa River 
Basin Initiative in Rome, and he is coordinating Georgia River Network's upcoming Paddle Georgia 2006, 
a week-long canoe adventure on the Etowah River. 
 
Katherine Edmonds 
Katherine has been working for GRN for the past year helping develop the Water Trails clearinghouse 
and expand GRN’s water trail program.  She finished a Masters in Ecology at the University of Georgia 
studying water policy and freshwater ecology.  She will be happy to sign autographs after the talk.   
 
Justin Ellis 
Justin Ellis has been engaged in statewide and community watershed conservation efforts since 
1996. After four years as the Watershed Leadership Director of the Alabama Rivers Alliance he 
moved to Georgia in 2001 and became the first Executive Director of the Soque River 
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Watershed Association located in Clarkesville, GA. In 2005 he returned to graduate school at 
the University of Georgia to study fluvial geomorphology and river restoration. In 2006 he took 
a break from graduate work and rode a bicycle 5,000 miles from Virginia to Oregon, during 
which he visited over 50 farms. Justin returned to the Soque River Watershed Association in 
2009 and now works to link watershed conservation with sustainable agriculture and rebuilding 
land-based economies. He’s scheduled to complete a PhD in agroecology in 2012 looking at the 
role of innovation in small scale sustainable agriculture. 
 
Ben Emanuel 
Since fall of 2009 Ben has been Administrative Assistant at Georgia River Network, and the Oconee River 
Project Director for Altamaha Riverkeeper. Prior to this he was City Editor at Flagpole Magazine, the 
alternative newsweekly in Athens, from 2005-2009. He is a canoeist and birdwatcher, and with his 
friends was part of the Georgia River Survey, a group that did several long canoe trips on Georgia rivers 
and conducted a generalized ecological survey along the river corridors. Ben also volunteers frequently 
with the Upper Oconee Watershed Network in Athens, and is a member of the Oconee Rivers Greenway 
Commission for the Athens-Clarke County government. He grew up near Decatur, and spent a lot of time 
as a kid exploring the Decatur fork of Peavine Creek, a tributary of South Peachtree Creek in the 
Chattahoochee River Basin. He has lived in Athens most of the time since 1998, and graduated from the 
University of Georgia in 2002.  
 
Angelou Ezeilo 
Angelou founded the Greening Youth Foundation to provide interactive, hands-on programs for young 
people with the intent of having participants develop a deeper relationship with nature, with others and 
with themselves, resulting in healthier individuals, communities and environments. The foundation is 
engaged in a quest to connect underserved youth to the outdoors while exposing them to career 
opportunities that exist within the environmental field. Angelou travels the country speaking to students 
of all ages, federal agencies, environmental organizations and corporations about the importance of 
diversity in the environmental sector.   
 
Angelou’s love for the environment stretches far back to when she was a little girl who had the chance 
to escape the dense urban streets of Jersey City, New Jersey, to summer in upstate New York. 
After a brief stint of practicing law, it was through her work as a Legal Specialist for the New Jersey State 
Agriculture and Development Committee that Angelou embarked upon a career as an environmentalist.  
Angelou further honed her skills as a Project Manager for the Trust for Public Land (TPL) in both its New 
Jersey and Georgia offices. In her position, Angelou acquired land for preservation and worked on the 
New York/New Jersey Highlands Program, Parks for People-Newark, the New York/New Jersey Harbor 
Program in New Jersey, the Atlanta Beltline and the 20 County Regional Greenspace Initiative in 
Georgia.  While at TPL, Angelou realized the disconnect between the land that was being preserved and 
the education of people about that preservation—particularly as it related to our next generation. This 
was the impetus for the Greening Youth Foundation.  Under her leadership the Foundation has taken up 
the charge of providing environmental access to all children and young adults. 
 
Angelou is a graduate of Spelman College. She received her Juris Doctorate from the University of 
Florida, College of Law. Angelou is on the Board of Directors for Keep DeKalb Beautiful and Fit-N-Fun 
Kidz, and is an active member of Keeping it Wild and The Million Mile Greenway, Inc. 
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Charlotte Gillis 
Charlotte Gillis is a landscape architect with the Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program of 
the National Park Service in the Southeast Regional Office in Atlanta.   
 
Ms. Gillis worked in the private sector for planning and design firms preparing master plans and 
feasibility studies for various development projects.  During the years she has been with the National 
Park Service, Ms. Gillis has worked on a variety of trail, greenway and blueway projects that address 
recreation and natural resource protection.   The projects integrate networks in the landscape for 
recreation and habitat protection, and can include urban or rural locations.  She also served as the 
Regional Coordinator for the National Heritage Area Program and the American Heritage Rivers 
Program. 
 
Mattice Haynes 
As principal consultant at The Art of Community, LLC, Mattice works creatively and collaboratively to 
harness diverse voices to fuel better decision-making. Her work spans across a variety of community 
issues and public policies including economic & community development, healthcare, education, healthy 
eating/active living, economic inclusion, the well-being of children & families, and the environment. She 
works with communities, coalitions, networks, residents, faith-based institutions, nonprofit 
organizations, government agencies, foundations, neighborhoods, youth, businesses, schools, and 
institutions of higher education. 
 
With a deep commitment to the principles of community and public engagement, Mattice weaves her 
natural ability to create spaces where all participants feel heard along with approaches which honor the 
cultural context of each community, organization, and client team. She earned in-depth experience 
while serving as the Executive Director of a nonprofit organization responsible for countywide strategic 
planning and interagency collaboration.   
 
Mattice is also a Senior Associate and has worked on over a dozen projects with Washington, DC based 
AmericaSpeaks and its international arm Global Voices. AmericaSpeaks is a nonpartisan, nonprofit 
organization and a recognized leader in the field of dialogue and deliberation. Through their 21st Century 
Town Meeting® model, AmericaSpeaks delivers a unique combination of small group discussions, 
cutting-edge technology, and large group methodologies to connect the public’s collective priorities with 
the decisions, policies and institutions that impact our lives. Mattice has served in various town meeting 
roles ranging from project manager to producer, and lead facilitator. Mattice earned a Bachelor of 
Science in Public Policy from the Andrew Young School of Policy Studies at Georgia State University. She 
is a member of the National Coalition for Dialogue and Deliberation, the Organizational Change Alliance, 
and the Southeast Association of Facilitators. Mattice is an alumnus of The Harwood Institute for Public 
Innovation and has completed training in both Whole Scale Change and Effective Facilitation. 
 
Neill Herring 
Neill Herring is a lobbyist for Sierra Club and Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper.   He has been lobbying 
in the Georgia General Assembly since 1980 
 
Bill Hood 
Bill Hood majored in Geology at UGA and has worked in the Elberton Granite Industry for about 24 years 
as a quarry supervisor/geologist.  He is a resident of Elbert County, and frequently kayaks and fishes in 
the Broad River and Clarks Hill Lake.  He is a founding member of Citizens for Public Awareness, a 
grassroots social and environmental group in Elbert County. 
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Allison Hughes 
Allison Hughes is a State Coordinator for Georgia Adopt-A-Stream, which is based in the Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources. She received her Bachelors of Science from the Warnell School of 
Forestry and Natural Resources and her Masters of Education from Georgia College and State University. 
Through her position at Georgia Adopt-A-Stream, she is able to travel throughout the State of Georgia 
sharing her love of and dedication to clean and healthy waters through educational workshops and 
presentations.   
 
Karen Hunt 
After retiring in 2004 from a career in sales, Karen and her husband left Marietta and settled just south 
of Hawkinsville in Pulaski County, Georgia  She became interested in helping her adopted town on the 
Ocmulgee River highlight and preserve the beautiful, natural, and historical features of the area that 
seemed to have been taken for granted.  This was especially true of the river that was used almost 
exclusively by fishermen.   
 
Karen worked with national, state, and local organizations – and individuals – to begin constructing a 
mile-long river trail/walk between Hawkinsville’s two boat landings, one situated at the foot of its main 
shopping thoroughfare, Commerce Street, and the other a mile south at the old Hawkinsville State Park.  
This effort is now at the end of the first phase of a four-phase initiative.  This small county with a 
population of fewer than 10,000 people, approximately 3,500 in Hawkinsville, has accomplished much 
with very little cash. 
 
Primary goals of the Hawkinsville-Pulaski County Riverfront Park Initiative are three-fold:  1) promote 
environmental education focused on the ecology of the river system, 2) provide access to the river for 
kayaks, canoes, and motor boats, and 3) provide better access for fishing.  Secondary goals are to 
connect this section of the river to local and regional trails and blueways, provide passive outdoor 
activities, and create a venue for community events. 
 
Karen and her husband enjoy hiking and traveling. They love and appreciate rivers even more after 
experiencing their son’s passion for kayaking and canoeing throughout the southeast and in the Rocky 
Mountain States.  Karen holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Russian Studies from Michigan State 
University.  Preserving and enjoying nature and history is her passion. 
 
April Ingle 
April joined Georgia River Network (GRN) as the Executive Director in June, 2003. In this position, she is 
responsible for working with the GRN Board of Directors and staff to oversee and develop GRN’s 
programs, projects, administration, and fundraising to meet the organization’s mission to protect and 
restore Georgia’s rivers. She also manages GRN’s Advocate Program and coordinates efforts aimed at 
gaining strong protections for Georgia’s rivers. This includes serving on the Leadership Team and 
chairing the Communications Committee of the Georgia Water Coalition, a coalition of 170+ 
organizations and businesses. She also monitors and lobbies the state legislature and monitors and 
participates in policy decisions within various state and federal agencies. 

April is from Indiana, where she served as Executive Director of the Indiana Association of Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts. April also served as the Public Relations Specialist for the Association, as 
the Coordinator of the St. Joseph River Watershed Initiative, and as an environmental educator in 
Connecticut and Maine. April received her Bachelor of Science degree from Purdue University in 1996, 
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where she majored in Natural Resources & Environmental Science with a specialization in aquatic 
resources. She has also completed post graduate work in non-profit marketing, public relations, and 
web design. 

Na’Taki Osborne Jelks 
Na'Taki Osborne Jelks is the Manager for Education and Advocacy Programs and is responsible for 
building the capacity of individuals and community organizations to take personal and civic action to 
restore the communities in which they live, work, play, worship, and learn through NWF's youth 
environmental education and leadership development program for teens of color (Earth Tomorrow) and 
through various adult civic engagement and advocacy initiatives. This work includes leading coalition 
building efforts to get kids connected to nature through policy and programmatic avenues, and engaging 
underrepresented communities in conservation efforts to combat global warming, restore habitat in 
Atlanta's diminishing urban forest, create green jobs, and train the next generation of environmental 
leaders. 
 
For her work on environmental justice issues, engaging diverse communities in conservation, and 
improving environmental quality and quality of life for low-income and communities of color in Atlanta, 
Na'Taki has been recognized by and received numerous awards from a diverse number of organizations 
and agencies including the Georgia House of Representatives, the Georgia Legislative Black Caucus, the 
Environmental Careers Organization, the Atlanta Chapter of the National Alumnae Association of 
Spelman College, the Turner Broadcasting Systems (TBS), and Former U.S. President, Bill Clinton. She has 
also received recognition from Redbook, Ebony, Uptown, the Atlanta Tribune, Atlanta CityMag, and 
Atlanta Woman magazines. 
 
Na'Taki is an alumna of Spelman College.  She earned her Master's of Public Health in Environmental 
and Occupational Health from Emory University. 
 
Dan MacIntyre 
Dan MacIntyre has been a Partner in the firm of Page Perry, LLC since 2007.  He has been a paddler all of 
his life, a member of Georgia Canoeing Association since 1975 and has served on the GCA Board and as 
the club’s attorney since 1982. 
 
Jennifer McCoy 
Jennifer McCoy manages Cobb County Water System’s Watershed Stewardship Program.  She has 
worked for Cobb County since 2000 as an environmental educator and an environmental compliance 
inspector.  Current responsibilities include water quality education and outreach including Adopt-A-
Stream, Georgia’s citizen stream monitoring program.  Previous employment includes working at a 
nature center as a naturalist, at a science museum as an instructor, and for an environmental consultant 
as a biologist.  She received a B.S. in Biology from Kennesaw State University in 1997, an M.S. in 
Ecological Teaching and Learning from Lesley University in 2007, and is currently completing a Master’s 
in Public Administration.  
 
Tara Muenz 
Tara Muenz is a State Coordinator for the Georgia Adopt-A-Stream program within the Environmental 
Protection Division of DNR.  She obtained her B.S. from Miami University of Ohio and her M.S. in 
conservation Ecology from the Odum school of Ecology at UGA. She has worked in freshwater and 
marine environments all over the State studying indicators of ecosystem health using signals from 
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freshwater mussels, turtles and amphibians. She loves to explore the ecosystems of the Southeast, and 
especially likes to open up this beautiful world to others.  
 
Keith Parsons 
Keith Parsons has over 30 years of experience in aquatic ecology focusing on southeastern river and 
coastal marshland ecosystems.  Eight of those years were spent assessing secondary production of 
macroinvertebrates on the Ogeechee River while working at Georgia Tech and later, the University of 
Alabama.  Since 1988, Keith has coordinated review of federal Clean Water Act, Sections 
404/401 permitting actions impacting wetlands and streams for the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resouces, EPD.  Since 1993, he has spent a month every year as a volunteer station manager in 
Belize for the Smithsonian Institution's Caribbean Coral Reef Ecosystem program.   Keith is a founding 
member Georgia River Network and  lives in the inner city of Atlanta with his wife, Shirl, two very old 
black labs, Zeek and Molly, and Mort the Mutt.  
 
Matthew Pate 
Matthew Pate is the Manager of the Outdoor Division for the Forsyth County Parks and Recreation 
Department and has been there for 8 years. He’s 39 years old, married, and has a 5 year old daughter. 
Originally from South Carolina, he has lived in Georgia for over the past 13 years, spending 9 of those in 
Forsyth. He holds a Bachelors degree in History he earned in 1994 from the University of SC and 
received his Master’s Degree from Georgia College and State University in Outdoor Education 
Administration in 2000. Matthew has worked at and managed many educational and outdoor recreation 
programs all over the county. 
 
Matthew’s primary function with the parks department is building an outdoor education program that 
will complement the Department’s other successful athletics and recreation programs. Matthew wears 
many hats at his job. He’s also sometimes referred to as the “Chief Cat Herder”. Realizing that Sawnee 
Mountain is a historical and culture treasure to this area he is trying to do everything he can to make 
sure the Sawnee Mountain Preserve is something everyone in this county can be proud to call their own. 
 
Matt was a member and graduate of the 2006 Leadership Forsyth Class and recipient of the Terry 
Bourgeois Award. He serves on the Chamber’s Tourism Steering Committee. He was a Board Member of 
Community Connections and worked closely with the Envision 2030 Recreation Group helping to 
develop future ideas for the best recreational facilities possible. 
 
During his free time, of which there is little, he likes to be with his family. 
 
Today he will be giving us an overview of the development process of the Etowah River Trail. He will be 
sharing with us an insight from the municipal side of the process. 
 
Bonny Putney 
Bonny Putney, “Trash Queen”, is Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper’s Headwaters Outreach 
Coordinator, a Lake Lanier resident and an outdoor enthusiast.  Bonny is a part-time employee with 
UCR’s Gainesville office, helping with headwater projects and various events all over the Chattahoochee 
River watershed.   
 
Bonny has used her corporate background in handling hazardous waste and materials to help remove 
trash and litter from Georgia’s waters for over 10 years. She works with the Lake Lanier Association on 
Shore Sweep, the Georgia Canoe Association on river clean-up events, and is on the Advisory Board for 
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Georgia’s annual volunteer waterway clean-up, Rivers Alive.  Bonny organizes and works Chattahoochee 
River and Lake Lanier trash clean ups and with Captain Rick Marton is responsible for removing tons of 
trash from the lake’s shoreline via the Lake Lanier Trash Barge. Bonny was named “Volunteer of the Year 
2008” by the Georgia River Network. 
 
An avid kayaker, Bonny writes an article for the Georgia Canoe Association called “Trash Talk” and can 
be found on the ‘Hooch and other rivers paddling most weekends. She has also paddled all four Paddle 
Georgia Trips, Paddle Florida on the Suwanee River, and the Apalachicola River from Woodruff Dam to 
the Gulf. 
 
Gil Rogers 
Gil Rogers is a senior attorney with the Southern Environmental Law Center in Atlanta.  SELC is a 
regional nonprofit legal organization dedicated to protecting natural resources and special places 
throughout the Southeast.  Gil is a native of Birmingham, AL, and graduated Princeton University in 1998 
with a degree in ecology and evolutionary biology and a certificate in environmental studies.  He went 
on to Harvard Law School, where he graduated in 2002.  Gil’s work at SELC focuses on water 
management and water quality issues in both Georgia and Alabama.  In 2005, Gil was named Water 
Conservationist of the Year by the Georgia Wildlife Federation.   
 
Cheryl  Smith 
Cheryl is a native Georgian, born in Atlanta.  She lives in Flowery Branch on the south end of Lake Lanier. 
 
She went to Clemson University where she graduated Summa Cum Laude with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Parks, Recreation and Tourism Management.  She also graduated from Clemson University’s Honors 
Program, Calhoun College. 
 
Cheryl has been with the Georgia Department of Economic Development since 1988.  She is the Regional 
Tourism Representative for the 17-county, Northeast Georgia Mountains Travel Region serving the 
counties of Banks, Barrow, Dawson, Elbert, Forsyth, Franklin, Habersham, Hall, Hart, Jackson, Lumpkin, 
Madison, Rabun, Stephens, Towns, Union, and White. 
 
Her responsibilities include working with communities and regional tourism organizations developing 
marketing plans, promoting existing attractions and assisting in the development of new attractions, and 
as well as assisting communities and the region with asset-based tourism development.  
 
She is a graduate of Southeastern Tourism Society’s Marketing College and Leadership Hall County. She 
served on the Georgia Scenic Byway Advisory Board, which developed the guidelines and standards for 
the Georgia Scenic Byway Program.  She currently serves on the Boards of several organizations, 
including the Northeast Georgia Mountains Travel Association, and the Byron Herbert Reece Society.  
She also serves on the Appalachian Regional Commission Tourism Council representing the state of 
Georgia. 
 
Cheryl is deeply committed to working with and for the citizens and tourism partners of Georgia. 
 
Josh Smith 
Joshua Smith currently serves as the Watershed Director for the Conasauga River Alliance, which is a 
diverse group dedicated to enhance, protect, and restore the natural resources of the Conasauga River 
watershed.  Joshua works with the CRA by acquiring and implementing various grants, but primarily 
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through Georgia Environmental Protection Division's 319 Non-Point Source Program.  Prior to his work 
on the Conasauga River, Joshua raised endangered Lake Sturgeon with the Tennessee Aquarium 
Conservation Institute for reintroduction into the Tennessee River.   
 
Joshua holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from Kennesaw State University, and a Master of 
Science degree in Environmental Science from the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.  His thesis 
was focused on studying the effects of urbanization on stream quality in Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
 
Julie Stuart 
Julie Stuart is a creative facilitator of insights galore. Strategist.  Truth-teller. Visionary. Maker of visual 
maps.  Enabler of creativity. Idea generator. Marker sniffing High Priestess. 
 
She helps her clients see the crucial elements of their terrain in large-scale Technicolor visual maps: the 
challenges, opportunities, strengths and weaknesses so they can plot their course ahead. 
 
Julie was featured in the Harvard Business Review last September. And in the German daily paper The 
Faz in December. Her clients range from individual creative entrepreneur small businesses to companies 
such as Accenture and GE Energy to organizations like the American Institute for Architects and the 
CDC. 
 
Her roots are in environmental politics and policy, non-profit organizational development and strategic 
powerful advocacy. 
 
John Turner 
John Turner is a private investor and currently serves as a director of Columbus Bank and Trust and W.C. 
Bradley Co. Turner's extensive community involvement includes serving as a Trustee for Brookstone 
School where he also serves as Chairman of the Board, Uptown Columbus, Midtown Project, South 
Columbus Task Force, Trees Columbus, Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, Voyage of Discovery, 
Chattahoochee Valley Land Trust, Center for Servant Leadership, United Way and the Georgia 
Conservancy. He has been working on an effort to remove 2 dams on the Chattahoochee since 1998.   
 
Jason Ulseth 
Jason Ulseth is the Technical Programs Director for Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper. He joined the 
organization in September of 2007 after nearly five years of service with the GA Environmental 
Protection Division and the GA Soil and Water Conservation Commission. As UCR’s Technical Programs 
Director, Jason manages the Hotline, the Get the Dirt Out Program, and the Neighborhood Water Watch, 
as well as various monitoring and research projects. 
 
Jason received a Bachelor of Science in Environmental Health from the University of Georgia in 2003. He 
is a Certified Professional in Erosion and Sediment Control and is a Georgia certified Level II Design 
Professional. He is also a licensed US Merchant Marine Officer by the United States Coast Guard.  
 
Jason and his wife, Dawn, currently reside in Cumming, GA with their daughter Sydney and son Easton. 
 
Don Wells 
After retiring from a 28-year Navy Civil Engineer career and another ten years in an engineering 
consulting firm, Don and his wife moved back to GA to built a home on Sassafras Mountain east of 
Jasper, GA. In 2003, Don saw a great need for outdoor recreation in North GA and together with four 
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other men, he began the Mountain Stewards as a nonprofit organization. In 2004, they became a 501 
(c)(3) tax-exempt organization. When the organization was founded, there were almost no hiking trails 
in Pickens, Dawson and Gilmer Counties for the citizens. Today, there are over 32 miles of well-marked 
hiking trails, two of which have been built to American Disabilities Act (ADA) standards. By the end of 
2010, the Mountain Stewards have built hiking trails, canoe launches and other passive recreational 
facilities valued at almost $500,000.  
  
In 2007, the Mountain Stewards launched, in conjunction with others in four states, the National Trail 
Tree Project to located, document and preserve Trail Trees which are part of the heritage of Native 
Americans. As a part of this project, the Mountain Stewards began developing a video documentary on 
the Trail Trees. In late 2007, the Mountain Stewards launched the Indian Trails Mapping Program to 
more precisely map Indian Trails from old survey maps of the 1700 and 1800's era.  
  
The Mapping Program has now mapped the Cherokee Territory as of 1832 in North GA, Eastern Alabama 
and sections of North and South Carolina. The first contract for mapping Indian Trails was awarded in 
April 2009 by the Cherokee Preservation Foundation to the joint partnership of WildSouth and the 
Mountain Stewards. They received a follow-on contract in 2010. 
 
 


