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Session Descriptions 
 

February 25, 2011 
Chattahoochee Nature Center, Roswell, Georgia 
 

Concurrent Workshops 
Workshop 1: Broadening the River Movement 
Presenter: Matisse Haynes 
Session 1: 9 AM-12 Noon 
We all want a broader, more diverse base of support for our organizations—that much we know. But why? And how do we achieve it? We want 
our organizations to be successful and sustainable, and we all vaguely understand that diversity is a good thing for our boards, our volunteer 
programs, our staffs, etc. But what does diversity look like in our organizations, and how can it make us stronger? The morning session of the 
workshop will address these questions and will provide introductory information about what we can do to begin making our organizations more 
diverse. The afternoon session will provide an opportunity to talk specifically about how to plan for diversity in our organizations. These 
workshops will be highly participatory, and registrants will be asked to provide a small amount of information prior to the workshop in order to 
make the content more tailored to your needs. 
 

Workshop 2: Water Trails Toolkit 
Cowie Weiss Theater, Discovery Center, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm  
Presenters: Charlotte Gillis, Matt Pate, Josh Smith, Dan MacIntyre, Keith Parsons, Don Wells, Cheryl Smith, and Joe Cook 
Workshop will include presentations and a panel on topics for anyone interested in planning a water trail in their community. 

• Planning your Water Trail 
• Fundraising for your Water Trail 
• Launch Design and Construction 
• Marketing and Tourism for your Trail 
• Using Your Trail for Education and Conservation 
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Field Trips:  
Meeting places and times vary. See below for more information. 
 
Georgia River Network Field Trip Description: 
Friday, February 25 
2pm – 4pm 
Join us for a bus tour to the John’s Creek Environmental Campus followed by a stroll along Roswell’s Riverwalk with Mayor Jere 
Wood  
 
The Johns Creek Environmental Campus (JCEC) is a unique facility combining state-of-the-art wastewater treatment technology with 
an educational facility, the vision of the late Fulton County Commissioner Bob Fulton. Debra Ewing will meet us to explain how this 
facility utilizes a key component incorporating the use of the wastewater treatment process as an educational tool – explaining 
issues and benefits related to water quality and aquatic life in the Chattahoochee River, water conservation, reuse water, and the 
value of water.  Wastewater flows are treated with a membrane biological reactor (MBR) technology in conjunction with biological 
phosphorus removal, resulting in a higher quality effluent returned to the Chattahoochee.  While there, you’ll also see the River of 
Words Display from Project W.E.T. 
 
The Roswell Riverwalk along the Chattahoochee River enhances the cities reputation as one of the best places to live, work and play 
in the Metro-Atlanta area.  Extending from Eves Road to Willeo Road this unique amenity includes several parks and a multi use trail 
that attracts people from a wide geographic area.  They come to bike, hike, fish, swim, bird watch, play and canoe along the river.  
Mayor Jere Wood invites you to tour this wonderful green space with him and learn how the Riverwalk connects people with their 
river on every level and encourages eco tourism and economic benefits as well. 
 
Chattahoochee Nature Center Tour 
Friday, February 25 
2-4 
Tour the Chattahoochee Nature Center: Start in the Discovery Center, our new Gold LEED Certified building and learn about the only 
Interpretive Center of the Chattahoochee River Watershed in GA.  You’ll also enjoy the unique Nature Exchange, the River Resource 
Gallery and the Green Roof.   View the winning films from the High School Film Festival “Water, Water Everywhere” in the Cowie 
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Weiss Theater.   Then take a stroll along our boardwalk and enjoy the wetlands and the views of the Chattahoochee while you look 
for the native flora and fauna. You’ll also get up close and personal with our native raptors or other animals at our “Creature 
Features” and learn about our wildlife rehabilitation efforts from of one of our wildlife volunteers. 
  
River Patrol with Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper 
Friday, February 25 (this trip is full) 
Trips will run every 40 minutes between 1:30 p.m. and 5:10 p.m. The patrol boat can accommodate 4 passengers/ trip.  
Join Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper’s boat captain Jason Ulseth aboard UCR’s new state-of-the-art 200 horsepower shallow 
water patrol boat. Participants will meet at the river at Roswell’s Azalea Road boat ramp and, Jason will run several miles upstream 
through the shallow waters of the Chattahoochee River. You will learn firsthand how UCR utilizes river patrols, visual surveys, and 
water quality monitoring to protect the river. Each trip is expected to last approximately 35 minutes. Participants are encouraged to 
dress warm if the weather is cold. 
To sign up for a time, please contact Jesslyn Shields at 706.549.4508. 
  
Adopt-A-Stream Bacterial Training 
Friday, February 25 
1:00 pm – 5:00 pm 
Classrooms in Kingfisher Hall 
 
Bacterial Monitoring Workshop 
The Bacterial Monitoring Workshop will teach volunteers how to monitor E. coli levels in their streams. E. coli is an indicator 
organism that is often used to assess water quality. Monitoring levels of E. coli can help identify possible sources of pollution. This 
workshop will focus on proper collection of a water sample, transfer of sample onto plates that will be incubated, and proper 
interpretation of results. Volunteers who successfully perform the bacterial monitoring and pass the written test with a score of 90% 
or better will be considered a QA/QC volunteer for one year. 
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February 26, 2011 

Chattahoochee Nature Center, Roswell, GA 
 

Opening Plenary 
Kingfisher Hall 
 
…And Clean Water For All: Grassroots Groups Restore Watersheds, Communities, and Health: Na’Taki Osborne 
No description available. 
 
Keynote Address: Upper Chattahoochee River Issues Today 
Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper Sally Bethea welcomes you to the watershed. 

 
Afternoon Plenary 
Kingfisher Hall 
 
Current State Policy Issues: Neill Herring and Gil Rogers 
An overview of what’s happening in the Georgia legislature, state agencies, and the statewide regional water planning process, 
including the latest on interbasin transfers of water, reservoirs, and rollbacks to clean water protections. 
 
Engaging diverse youth and families in the outdoors: Angelou Ezeilo 
Angelou will discuss growing up green and brown, as well as… 

• What it means to be culturally competent 
• Influence of home and family 
• Tapping into the community 
• “The Perfect Storm” 
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Closing Plenary 
Kingfisher Hall 
Why Getting on the River Matters: Joe Cook 
In 1995 Joe and Monica Cook took an epic 100-day, 540-mile journey down the Chattahoochee and Apalachicola Rivers; 15 years 
later, Georgia, Alabama and Florida are still grappling with the same water issues and conflicts the Cooks encountered on their trip. 
This 35-minute multi-media slide program tells the story of the journey and those water issues. You'll laugh, you'll cry (maybe) and 
you'll be inspired to go out and follow your dream of saving our rivers for your children and grandchildren.  
 

Track 1: River Protection Success Stories 
Kingfisher Hall 
 
Land Use & Water Quality: How to Use Sustainable Agriculture to Improve Water Quality and Broaden Your Audience: Justin Ellis  
Sustainable Land-Use management isn't intuitive, it's learned through years and decades of practice in soil/ plant management, 
experimentation and problem solving. These skills can best be incorporated into community watershed activities through an alliance with 
sustainable agriculture practitioners and projects. The Soque River Watershed Association is investing in rebuilding sustainable land-based 
businesses by starting a local food market, sponsoring a community garden, and building infrastructure for the propagation of plants for 
use in riparian restoration, rain gardens and organic fruits and vegetables. These activities teach residents and potential food producers a 
full range of skills necessary for sustainable land management including: rainwater reuse for irrigation, increasing stormwater infiltration 
using plants and soil amendments, how to stabilize eroding sites using compost and grass seed, and understanding soil management, 
composting, and use of native plants for restoration. These projects also increase interaction with the conventional farming community 
and build new alliances between formerly disparate groups.  
 
Fighting the Winning Fight: Two Inspiring Campaigns that Worked in Georgia: Tonya Bonitatibus and Bill Hood 
This session presents two very different campaigns to protect the Savannah River and tells how they were won. Olin Chemical in 
Augusta has been one of the top five mercury polluters in Georgia for over 30 years, and a top priority issue for Savannah 
Riverkeeper for over seven years. The largely outdated chemical facility announced in December of 2010 that it would convert its 
outdated technology by 2012, eliminating mercury use for good. Come learn about how this campaign was executed, and how Olin’s 
announcement is a great step forward towards making the Savannah drinkable, swimmable and safely fishable. The second case 
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study will examine the plan for a dirty trash-to-energy incinerator in the Broad River watershed (in the headwaters of the Savannah) 
and how the community fought the plan and won. 
 
Neighborhood Water Watch: Utilizing Volunteers to Monitor Local Waterways: Jason Ulseth 
Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper’s Neighborhood Water Watch (NWW) Program is a collaborative effort between UCR and 
neighborhood groups in our watershed to improve water quality in urban streams and, by extension, protect human health in the 
surrounding communities. This particular project focuses on inner-city communities and empowers local citizens to help protect 
water quality flowing through their neighborhoods. Through NWW, water samples are collected by community volunteers and are 
tested by UCR staff for total coliform bacteria and E. coli.  
Many of the streams flowing through metro Atlanta’s neighborhoods and into the Chattahoochee River are polluted with high levels 
of bacteria due to cracked and overflowing sewers, failing septic systems and polluted stormwater runoff. High bacteria levels can 
indicate sewage leaks and spills. Consuming or coming into contacted with water contaminated in this way can pose a serious health 
risk. The NWW program identifies areas with high bacteria levels and reports them to government officials for remediation.  
 
Pulling Your Community Together to Respond to River Threats: Ben Emanuel 
Sometimes a river’s problems – especially environmental emergencies – create such widespread concern in the community that a 
wide range of people rise up quickly to be part of the solution. How do we best organize our efforts and utilize a broad base of 
community interest and energy for river protection? This session will tell the story of the devastating toxic chemical spill to Athens’ 
Trail Creek in the summer of 2010, and the role that a Riverkeeper organization played in the response to this emergency alongside 
the local watershed group, concerned citizens and neighbors, local and state elected officials, researchers and others. We will also 
cover ongoing advocacy efforts stemming from the Trail Creek chemical spill, the current status of this once bright-blue creek, media 
relations in this case, and lessons learned from dealing with a toxic environmental emergency. 

 
 
 
 
 



7 
 

Track 2: Water Trails and Protecting Georgia’s Rivers 
Plaza Conference Room 
 
Status of Water Trails in Georgia and the Economic Benefits of Water Trails: Katherine Edmonds 
Georgia River Network just launched the Water Trails Clearinghouse, which serves as a central place for information about water 
trails in Georgia to be compiled. Katherine will describe the clearinghouse, which contains information about six established trails in 
Georgia as well as several projects where proponents are deep in the process of developing a water trail.  
 
Placing value on river recreation can be difficult, and oftentimes our rivers are valued for their “traditional” uses, such as 
transportation, irrigation, and water supply. However, more and more, economists are offering studies and concrete numbers on 
the economic benefits and local gains that can come from promoting river recreation in communities. Water trails are effective in 
attracting tourism, getting communities on their local waterways, and promoting both conservation and healthy lifestyles. Using 
non-traditional economic valuations can demonstrate the benefits local communities can receive from already established natural 
attractions. Rural communities often struggle to find ways to attract new residents and tourists, and several studies have shown that 
rural areas can benefit from emphasizing their natural amenities both in the tourism sector and in increasing in-migration to the 
area. And, once the community realizes the economic benefits that the water trail is bringing to its town, the paddlers, residents and 
local government are much more likely to support the protection and conservation of this resource.  
 
Chattahoochee Whitewater Park, Conception to Completion: John Turner 
By breaching two historic mill dams, the Chattahoochee Whitewater Park will restore 2.5 miles of the Chattahoochee River at the 
Fall Line (the last falls of the Chattahoochee). The project will restore important Fall Line habitat while creating new and exciting 
whitewater recreational opportunities. This session will describe the project in detail, discuss the work that’s been done so far to 
make it a reality, and will touch on research, engineering, public outreach, politics and fundraising associated with the project. 
  
Case Study on Hawkinsville, Georgia’s Riverfront Initiative: Karen Hunt and Karen Bailey 
See how a small river community with BIG plans is completing BIG work on its riverfront and parks AND is expanding its vision into a 
54 mile Blueway. 
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Water Trails and Private Property Concerns: Dan MacIntyre 
This session will examine how to obtain sufficient control over the put-ins and take-outs on your water trail, and to build what you 
want to build and operate the sites as you wish to operate them. It will also cover the rights and responsibilities of boaters on the 
river, and why there needs to be an education program for users of the trail. 
 

Track 3 (Sponsored by Georgia Adopt-A-Stream): Watershed Protection for Everybody 
Double Classroom 
 
River Protection in Georgia: Explore the different Roles of Adopt-A-Stream, Georgia River Network, & Riverkeepers  -- Allison  
Hughes, Tara Muenz, April Ingle & Tonya Bonitatibus  
Although we all work to protect Georgia’s waterways, we each fill a particular niche. Join us in this session to learn about how each 
of these entities works to ensure clean water, from education and outreach, lobbying and advocacy, to data collection, research and 
beyond. At the end of the presentation you will fully understand our functions and know who to call when you need assistance.  
 
How to spot sources of nonpoint source pollution and what to do about it: Jennifer Arp 
Over the past 30 years, the United States has made tremendous advances in controlling point source pollution, but we still have a 
long way to go to when it comes to nonpoint source pollution. Nonpoint source pollution comes from many diffuse sources and 
hence it is harder to identify. Through case studies, participants will learn to identify sources of nonpoint source pollution and “what 
to do and who to call” when a problem is identified.  

Reducing Your Water Footprint: Jennifer McCoy & Bob Bourne 
We have all heard about reducing our Carbon Footprint, but have you ever thought of reducing your Water Footprint? If you 
answered yes to this question, join us as we discuss simple things that you can do in and around your home to improve water quality 
and enhance your conservation efforts.  

How to Organize Community Outreach Events: Bonny Putney, Tammy Bates, Allison Hughes, Tara Muenz 
In this session you will learn how to spread the river protection movement in your community through hosting fun and educational 
outreach events. We will give you insight on how to plan and carry out a successful event, specifically detailing what entails 
providing a rain barrel workshop, Adopt-A-Stream & Project WET training, Rivers Alive Clean-ups and paddle trips. You will walk 
away from this session with many tools and resources to help you promote the protection of waterways in your community. 


