
  

Gerry Cowart 

First to Finish 12 Rivers!!! And check his list out…. 24 paddles in 2012! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/9/2012 – Savannah River  

 

 
  

  

                To view more 12 in 2012 finishers, go here. 

http://garivers.org/gwtc/40-gwtc/398-12-in-2012-finishers.html


  

1/9/2012 – Savannah River  

 

Dana, I did my first river on Sunday - a beautiful afternoon on the Savannah River close to Sylvania, 

Georgia. In swift water, we paddled about 20 minutes downstream and an hour plus back to the 

Memorial Park Landing on Poor Robin Road, where we put in. We got our cardio workout on the 

tough upstream return trip - made easier because we were in sea kayaks.  

 

It is big, deep water with steep banks and very few inside corner sand banks.  The Corp of 

Engineers has obviously worked to keep it straight and deep by evidence of "one-man" stone riprap 

in the big bends. Local fishermen commented the water level was a little low for this time of year but 

not unusually so.  There was a distinct chemical smell. Water was cold and clear, and the color was 

beautiful in the late afternoon light.  There were only a few and minor strainers again due to fast 

moving deep water. 

 

There was very little trash in the swift moving water, but I picked up a dozen or so beer cans at the 

landing. There was no trash receptacle there. I was joined by one of my architecture students, Sam 

Titoine. Sam is from Delaware Bay and hadn't been in a blackwater river - certainly not one of this 

volume, paddling against the current.  He was glad to see the landing.  We both worked up a 

sweat.  We finished the paddle at the landing by chatting with a local couple fishing from the ramp, 

drinking a glass of wine, and watching the full moon rise over the darkening river swamp. 

 

Gerry Cowart 

 

1/21/2012 – Ebenezer Creek 

 

Dana, I have finished my 2nd of 12 rivers.  On Jan 22nd, I and four others paddled Ebenezer Creek, 

a tributary of the Savannah River.  Our intention was to paddle from Long Bridge to the Savannah 

River, about a 7 mile trip, but water levels were so low that putting in at Long Bridge was not an 

option.  Instead, we put in at the Savannah River and paddled up the Ebenezer.  We made it up 

stream approximately four miles before we had to turn around and head back.  Luckily our trip 

coincided with a rising tide that helped our paddle up stream and by the time we turned around the 

tide had also turned, making our paddle back to the Savannah River less difficult.  

 

The day was gray and overcast. It never warmed up as predicted.  This was the lowest I have seen 

the water in Ebenezer in 8 years of paddling it.  We were able to see river banks, tree stumps and 

roots that are rarely visible, adding to the other worldly character that Ebenezer is so famous for. 

My next paddle is scheduled for Feb 4th on the Ogeechee and Canoochee. We'll put in at Kings 

Ferry and paddle up stream with the tide into the Canoochee and explore the lower parts of the 

confluence of Canoochee and Ogeechee Rivers. 

 

Gerry Cowart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

2/4/2012 – Canoochee River  

 

I finished my 3rd river paddle of the 12 in 2012 challenge this past Saturday, Feb 4
th
 - 14 miles on 

the Canoochee River; very beautiful. 

 

The three of us… Mary Siceloff, Liz Williams, and I… got a sunrise start around 7:30 am.  We put 

in at Kings Ferry Landing on the Ogeechee in order to have the rising tide help us paddle up a little 

over a mile and then turn into the Canoochee.  The lower part of the Canoochee is also tidal 

influenced, about a foot of rise.  We launched an hour before high tide on the Ogeechee with the 

goal of riding the tide as far up the Canoochee as the tide would allow.  After three hours of steady 

paddling we finely found the Canoochee down stream flow.  

 

The day was gorgeous.  The early morning bright sun and its low angle fashioned extraordinary 

reflections on the blackwater.  Likewise, the swamp was full of water from the high tide and devoid of 

heavy foliage, allowing sunlight to dive deeply into the flooded wooded wetlands allowing us to see 

deep into the otherwise dark back water.  

 

We found convenient landing points to stretch our legs and have lunch.  This part of the Canoochee 

is inside the protected military reserve of Fort Stewart and requires permission to access.  

Our return trip was aided by the outgoing tide and the river flow.  We spent a total of about 7 hours 

on the river and paddled an estimated 14 or 15 miles all total.  

 

Our next trip will be further up the Ogeechee in the area of Oliver, Georgia. 

 

Gerry Cowart 

2/24/2012 – Julianton River 
 
I paddled by myself. It started out as a gray overcast and drizzling day. Blustering, shifting winds 
soon cleared gray sky and left huge billowing cumulus clouds racing across the sky.  The sunshine 
was breaking through in brilliant patches.  Tempter was great in mid 60's but windy.   

I headed out from the Harris Neck Creek around 1:00 pm on the outgoing tide headed for Dallas 
Bluff Marina on the Julianton River and arrived at Dallas Bluff around 2:00 just before low tide.  Wind 
had picked up and was from south west.  As I turned home, the wind was at my back and large 
swells were forming in the Julianton.  Had some good opportunity to surf swells as I headed back to 
Harris Neck.  Beautiful afternoon warmed up to low 80’s lots of birds out on the wind.  Saw soaring 
birds, gulls, terns, vultures and red tail hawks. Many water birds as well with Harris neck wild life 
refuge close by, several species of ducks and brown pelicans. <<...>> <<...>> <<...>>  

Gerry Cowart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

3/27/2012 – Cathead Creek 

I and four others paddled Cat Head Creek, a tributary of the Altamaha River.  We put in at 10:30 am 
at a culvert throw-in on GA Hwy 251.  This is the only public access I know of to Cat 
Head.  Important to the success of launching is to time the put-in with high tide.  We paddled one 
way to Darien where we left our shuttle car.  We were on the river for 4.5 hours and traveled 10.2 
miles.  The day was bright and clear but a wind out of the east built throughout the day, leaving us 
fighting some pretty stiff gusts toward the end of our trip.  Luckily, we were moving with the out-going 
tide. 

Cat head is a classic costal black water swamp river.  It shows much evidence of rice cultivation with 
many canals that can be explored.   

Gerry Cowart 

5/5/2012 – Little Tybee / Back River  

 
I went out for my first official Paddle 12 yesterday along with my brother, Gerry Cowart.  He agreed 

to paddle in my territory for the day so we took off from Alley 3 on Tybee Island at about 9:30.  It was 

just past low tide and early enough in the day that the water in the Back River was smooth as 

glass.  My plan was to paddle out to the ocean, along the front of Little Tybee Island from north to 

south, then cut into the Tybee Slough, and from there take Jack's Cut back home to Alley 3.  It was a 

great trip!  There were some white caps out on the ocean side and cutting into the slough was 

tricky.  Gerry and I both took on some water going through the waves, but not so much as to make 

our boats unmanageable.  We stopped just inside the slough and had lunch, to the cries of a pair of 

oystercatchers and the pounding of the surf in the Atlantic Ocean.  It's the birds' nesting season and 

I had seen an egg in this area a couple of years ago about the same time of year.   

 We hung out long enough in the Tybee Slough so that we'd have plenty of water coming through 

Jack's cut to make it back home; it was only a 6 foot high tide which is about as low a high tide as we 

have in this area, but still way plenty enough water for kayaking through this popular shortcut.   By 

the time we got back to the Back River, the place was getting crowded with Saturday kayaking and 

motor traffic.  We stopped again where Jack's Cut meets the Back River.  I took a short walk to 

check on my geocache, and Gerry took a nap. 

 What I like about this trip was the variety of water and conditions we paddled.  The ocean was 

exciting. Then, meandering through Jack's Cut was relaxing.  I highly recommend Little Tybee for a 

paddling adventure!   

Nancy Evans (with Gerry Cowart) 

6/3/2012 – Delegal Creek 

 
On Sunday June third, on a high tide, we did a sun set/moon rise paddle on Delegal Creek with a 

group of 12 folks.  That gets me to 8 rivers. 

Gerry Cowart 
 



  

November, 2012 – Delegal Creek and Ossabaw Sound   

My most recent paddle was with Dr. Ryan Boland.  We left Ryan's dock on Delegal Creek and 

paddled into Ossabaw Sound.  The day was beautiful, bright and sunny but windy!  We paddled to 

the south end of Wassaw Island through a head wind fighting two to three foot swells and white 

caps.  When we landed on the beach, at the mouth of the Odingsell River, on the south end Bluffs of 

Wassaw we had to sit on our boats to eat lunch because the wind literally flipped Ryan's boat across 

the beach.  We were both paddling 18 ft long fiberglass sea kayaks. 

If the trip out was tough the paddle back with wind and tide to our backs was treacherous.  We 

hugged the shore line for a while to gain some protection from the north east wind but had to 

constantly be on the lookout for rouge swells.  I finely paddled out from shore and found that surfing 

the swells was safer but, no less work to stay up right.  Needless to say it was a paddle we won't 

soon forget.  In all we figure about 5 miles in the Sound and another 3 miles in the Delegal 

Creek.  We were dog tired and both wind and sun drained.  It was GREAT!! 

Gerry Cowart 


